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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


The Passing of May Goudie 

We pay tribute to May Goudie, 
Honorary Life Member, and record our 
thanks for her wonderful contribution to 
the Club and the times shared with her. 
Bill Coburn was ACT Branch President 
1985-86, Federal Secretary 1976-83 
and Praeclarum Editor 1974-80. His 
touching encomium, as he phrases it, is 
in this issue. 


New RREC Appointment 

Julian Spencer has been appointed as 
General Manager of the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club and we wish him 
well. A Club member for 26 years, he 
will also become Bulletin Editor. Recent 
editions of the RREC Bulletin have been 
expertly edited by Malcolm Tucker, 
who gave us the fabulous book, The 
Goodwood Phantom. 


Thredbo Weekend in February 2006 
Steve Redford has organised the 
inaugural weekend gathering for the 
Silver Cloud and Bentley S Series 
Register. Details are in this issue. As 
with all register events, all members and 
their guests are welcome, so join in with 
any Rolls-Royce or Bentley car. Bill 
Coburn wondered if the collective noun 
for a gathering of Clouds is a storm? 


Shadow and Bentley T Series Register 
David Gore has taken on the position 

of Registrar and his first message is in 
“News from the Registers’. 


Foundations 

Acquisitions from both the Australian 
and the UK Foundattons are featured 
in this issue. In 1977 The Sir Henry 


Ashley James (UK) sent this photograph, which Adam 
Kimberley took at a Bentley Drivers Club meeting at 
Silverstone. As Ashley quipped, “Goes to show just how 


considerate Bentley drivers are”’. 
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The late May Goudie with friends in the early days of the ACT Branch. Left to 
right, Jane Coburn, Mirium Bradly, May Goudie, John Curry, Ian Dunn, first 

ACT Branch Secretary, Penn Bradly, first ACT Branch President, Bruce Brown 
(deceased) and Commodore Kel Gulliver. Photograph courtesy of Bill Coburn. 


Royce Memorial Foundation was formed 
in England and it received worldwide 
support from enthusiasts and owners. 

In fact, considerable financial support 
and gifts of important memorabilia 
were sent from Australia. In 1996 The 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation, Australia 
was formed. Curiously, almost ten 
years later there is still discussion about 
the Australian Club supporting the 
Australian Foundation. 


China Long March 
Classic Car Rally 2006 
On 24 September 2006 this rally will 
be flagged off from Rui Jin in Southern 
China’s Jiangxi province. It retraces 
the route of the famous Long March 
undertaken by Chinese Red Army troops 
between 1934 and 1936, the rally will 
conclude in Beijing on 22 October 
2006, the 70th anniversary of the 7,000 
kilometre trek. 

Epic motoring adventurers, 
Jeanne Eve and John Matheson (NSW) 


have entered their 1925 Silver Ghost, 
64EU, a Smith & Waddington Tourer. 
Jeanne said, “It would be lovely to have 
other RROC members along with their 
cars! Happy to answer any queries”. 


Anniversaries 

This has been a great year for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley model anniversaries. 
But there are some memorable 
anniversaries to celebrate in 2006. It 
will be 100 years of the Rolls-Royce 
40/50hp, which established its legendary 
place in Rolls-Royce lore as the Silver 
Ghost. The Phantom III, 25/30hp and 
Bentley 4'4-litre will celebrate Sapphire 
Jubilees. The Bentley Mk VI has its 
Diamond Jubilee. And the Club will 
celebrate its Golden Jubilee. 


Seasons greetings to all readers, 
contributors and advertisers and thank 
you for your interest, encouragement 
and support in 2005. 

David Neely 


Richard Treacy (Switzerland) sent this photograph from 
John Haggstrém in Helsinki. John is the Chairman of the 
RREC Finnish Section and it is his Silver Cloud. Richard 
noted, ‘The date is evident”’. 
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Impraved type of MULLINER'’S original design of 


: . “e 
“Limousine” or “Landaulet” 
If with Head Fixed. . lf Head Collapsible 


__Sriv'oeS MULLINER kes LONDON | 


THE MULLINER PROJECT 


Will Morrison, UK historian and 
Australian Club member, is beginning 
work on a book with the working title 
The Mulliner Project. The purpose 

is to tell the definitive story of the 
original Northampton Mulliner family, 
the different strands which developed 
from the mid 1800s, and the transition 
to building motor car bodies. It also 
seeks to correct the various recorded 
discrepancies that have found their 
way into the canon. To that end Will 
wants to revisit, or discover, original 
sources. While he will cover H.J.’s 
early life in the general family history, 
and concentrate on Northampton, 
Birmingham and Liverpool, he is 
seeking a coauthor to take on research 
of the H.J. Mulliner section. 

Will is keen to make contact 
with current and past owners (or 
relatives of past owners) of Mulliner- 
bodied vehicles (Arthur M, H.J.M, 
and Mulliners Ltd.) and is searching 
for unpublished period photographs 
(including family snaps) as well as 
ownership, documentary, and anecdotal 
detail. Furthermore, any family 
members of the various Mulliner 
coachbuilding families as well as any 
ex-H.J. Mulliner, Arthur Mulliner, or 
Mulliners Ltd. workers are encouraged 
to make themselves known. Readers 
are invited to share this appeal with 
anyone they think may have something 
to contribute. Contact Will at 
Motorhistorica(@aol.com or 
(UK) +44-1280 701701. 


Coachwork worthy of the Car 
ROLLS-ROYCE 


Coachwork by Mulliner and Chassis by Rolls-Royce “ 
wd nl 


MULLINER 


NORTHAMPTON 


ARTHUR MULLINER. £ Tl 
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12 Feb 
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13 Jan 
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7-18 Feb 


15 Jan 
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19 Mar 


10-12 Feb 


26 Mar-17 Apr 


Events Calendar 

Overseas 
RREC +44-1327-811788 
RROC. Inc. +1-717-697-4671 


2006 RREC Rally, Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton 
2006 RROC Annual Meet, Oak Brook, Elinois 
Federal 
2006 Western Gold Federal Rally. Orange, NSW David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Australian Capital Territory Branch - President: Kerry Bos 

New South Wales Branch - President David Marshall-Martin 

David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


General Meeting 

NRMA Motortest 

New Members’ Dinner 
Queensland Branch - President John Wright 

2006 Cleveland Autospectacular John Wright 07-3263-1767 

South Australian Branch - President Dean Sullivan 

Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 

Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 

Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 


Beat the Heat - The Company Store, Angaston 

All British Day, Uraidla 

Average Speed Trial and Picnic, Clarendon 
Victoria Branch - President Neil Matthews 

General Meeting - Outdoor Movie and Supper Peter Jordan-Hill 0412-204-321 

RACV Great Australian Rally Marilyn Stokes 9808-3604 


2006 Tasmania Tour David Bick 0418-125-373 


Western Australia Branch -President Neil Williamson 
Glenice Matthews 08-9384-9408 
Neil Williamson 08-9377-1941 


Beat the Heat Run 
RROC Polo Match, Kings Meadow, Guildford 


Classic Car Show, Whiteman Park Mick Rust 0418-915-356 


Silver Cloud, Phantom V and VI, Bentley S Series Register 
2006 Thredbo Weekend Steve Redford 07-3892-5005 
Silver Ghost Register 
2006 Wholly Ghost Tour from Melbourne to the Rex Vincent 02-9634-5052 


Federal Rally in Orange and finishing in Brisbane 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars unveiled a new division wall package, fitted to an 
extended wheelbase Phantom at the Tokvo Motor Show in October: 


Included with this new feature ix a drop-down, central screen for viewing 


television and?DVDs, a cool box for drinks and special reading lights. These 
features are manufactured and fitted by the specialist Bespoke engineering team at 
Goodwood. England. 


The division itself is handcrafted using the finest leather and wood 


veneers. A transparent screen ensures that rear passengers still enjoy the great 
sense of space which the Phantom offers, yet cannot be easily overheard by the 
driver. An adjustable aperture, see inset, allows communication with front seat 
occupants when required. Handcrafted wood veneer picnic tables and leather 
document holders add the finishing touches to the division itself. 


-Royce Motors. 


Information and photographs courtesy of Rolls 


From the Federal President 


TUour stunning new Bentleys were on 
Qr display at the Sydney Motor Show 
in October. The great Bentley name and 
heritage continues in these vehicles. 
And now the tantalising wait for the 
new convertible the Bentley Continental 
GTC, 

The spirit of the Bentley boys 
and girls continues to this day. They still 
love driving long distances with little 
breaks. I saw over fifty overseas and 
local Bentleys assembled at the Sydney 
Opera House in October. The cars 
ranged from W.O. Bentleys to the current 
Continental GT. The run had started at 
the Fremantle Sailing Club W.A. with 
their rear wheels in the Indian Ocean. 
They then drove across the Nullarbor. 
After only a couple of hours in Sydney 
at the Opera House, they proceeded on to 
dip their front tyres in the Pacific Ocean 
at Terrigal. Great stamina, great courage, 
great cars! 

December is normally a busy 
month. This year it is especially busy for 
me with two important appointments. 
The first in early December in Sydney 
is a meeting with the Trustees of The 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation. Then I am 
looking forward to visiting the South 
Australian Branch of our Club. Michele 
and I will be travelling to Adelaide for 
their Christmas Picnic at Carrick Hill, 
Springfield, and a dinner with their 
committee the Saturday night before. My 
report on this visit and the Foundation 
meeting will be in the next issue of 
Praeclarum. 

Personal attendance is 
almost mandatory for members to be 
at the Federal Rally in Orange next 
year for the Club’s fiftieth birthday 
and the one hundred-year celebration 
commemorating the release of the 
40/50h.p. model. Every Bentley, every 
Rolls-Royce, every member is important 


to the Club and I would like to see as 
many members and cars as possible 
next year in Orange for our important 
birthday celebrations. A once in fifty 
year party, and a once in one hundred 
year celebration! 

Speaking of the 40/50h.p. 
model and the Silver Ghost, in Australia 
there have been many important 
occasions where large numbers of these 
vehicles appeared together. Some of 
the loyal original owners each bought 
several Silver Ghosts. Faris Palfreyman 
accumulated a collection of eleven 
Silver Ghosts, which was subsequently 
auctioned by Past Federal President and 
Life Member the late George Sevenoaks 
in 1969. Also our first Federal President 
and Life Member the late George Green 
owned twelve Silver Ghosts. 

There have been a number of 
memorable Silver Ghost rallies over the 
years. Keith Wherry again a Past Federal 
President and Life Member, ably assisted 
by Kerry, arranged the first Australian 
Wholly Ghost Tour in 1994 to Echuca 
on the Murray River with thirty-eight 
Silver Ghosts taking part. In 1996 the 
ambitious third Australian Wholly Ghost 
Tour to Outback Australia occurred 
with forty-six Silver Ghosts driving 
around Uluru (Ayers Rock). Again at the 
PRACLARVM Rally in Melbourne in 
conjunction with the Centennial World 
Tour in 2004 there were twenty-nine 
Silver Ghosts participating. And now 
for our Federal Rally in Orange next 
year, let the numbers be outstanding! A 
one hundred year celebration means that 
extra special effort should be made to 
put all the Silver Ghosts together, and 
what better excuse than a Federal Rally 
to celebrate one hundred years of that 
model from the 1906 Olympia Show in 
London to Orange NSW 2006. 

In Chassis Plate there are about 


ninety resident Australian Silver Ghosts 
so large numbers should be possible. 
Drive, or trail your Silver Ghost car or 
chassis for display. I know Rex Vincent 
our Silver Ghost Registrar has travelled 
overseas to encourage Silver Ghost 
Owners to bring their cars to Australia 
to join the 2006 Wholly Ghost Register 
Tour to the Federal Rally. 

I am pleased to announce that 
from January 2006 David Gore is the 
new Registrar for the Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T Series and Derivatives 
Register. David has a deep affection 
for the Silver Shadow and derivatives 
and later models. I wish him well as 
Registrar for this popular and much 
loved group of vehicles. 

Two Registers recently have 
had runs. The Register of the Silver 
Spirit, Mulsanne and Related Types, 
the SMART Register, conducted a 
well-attended and well-organised run to 
Mildura. The Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn 
and Bentley MkVI and R-type Register 
also had a highly successful and well- 
attended run to Eden. The Registrars 
and organisers are to be congratulated 
and thanked for their effort in arranging 
these events that are so important for the 
members of our club. 

I am trying to encourage one of 
the Registrars to have a car-less ‘Winter 
Fling’ to say Cable Beach, Broome next 
year for about six days. Guest speakers, 
white boards, and car-less technical 
seminars would be the order of the day. 
Any volunteers? Any participants? 

I was very sad to learn of the 
passing of Honorary Life Member May 
Goudie. May was so elevated at the 
Federal Council Meeting together with 
her husband in 1987. I well remember 
all the hard work she and Eric did in 
the early days with the sorting and 
posting of Praeclarum. Eric still today 
posts the Branch and surplus copies 
of Praeclarum. I extend my sincere 
sympathy to Eric and all their close 
friends in the ACT Branch and Australia 
wide. 

Seasons greetings to all our 
members and friends and our cars. I hope 
that in the New Year we can afford the 
petrol, or the conversion to solar power, 
for our beloved Bentleys and Rolls- 
Royces. 

Yours in Motoring 
Bryan Inder 


- | Brian McMillan, Dealer Principal of Bentley 

Sydney on the left with Federal President, 
Brvan Inder and the new Bentley Azure ut the 

> Sydney Motor Show. Photograph courtesy of 

~~ Brvan Inder. 

>; _| 
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The 2005 Sydney International Motor nee 


Bentley Sydney displayed four vehicles on a 
larger stand at this year’s show. The highlight of 
the Show was the new Bentley Azure Convertible 
(see February 2005 Praeclarim for the concept 

car, called the Arnage Drophead Coupe). Also on 
show to the public for the first time was the new 
Bentley Continental Flying Spur four door - the 
fastest production sedan in the world. 


ae ad 


The Azure convertible, pictured right and below, 
in left hand drive is the first production car 

and has been on a world tour visiting all the 
International Motor Shows. The Azure, BA599276, S 
is finished in Meteor seas 

with Cotswold hide 
interior and Burr Oak 
Veneers with Boxwood 


Right: The Continental Flying Spur Saloon, BE631341, 
is a five seater (the four seater being an optional extra) 
finished in Silver Tempest with contrasting Beluga hide 
interior. 


Right below: The Arnage T Saloon, BF611135, is 
finished in Tungsten with Cognac hide interior. 


Below: The Continental GT Coupe, BE630745, is 
finished in Silver Tempest with contrasting Beluga hide 
interior. 


Information courtesy of Doug Campbell, Bentley 
Sydney. Photographs by the Editor. 
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— The RPG Project — 
Could There Have Been a Rolls-Royce Aeroplane? 


a 


This photograph was taken in May 1909 at Leysdown in Kent, where the Hon. Charles S. Rolls (1877-1910) had his 
hangar, during a visit to the UK by the Wright brothers. Rolls is at the wheel of 1909 Silver Ghost, 60798, a Barker 
roi des Belges, with Orville Wright (1871-1948) in the passenger seat and Wilbur Wright (1867-1912) seated in the 
rear. Rolls ‘driver, T.O. Smith is sitting on the front footboard. Source: U.S. Centennial of Flight Commission, Credits 
- Library of Congress. Information courtesy of Tom Clarke. 


By Guy Cox (NSW) 


Tn March 1908 C.S. Rolls was in the 
south of France, driving an elegant 
40/50. With his usual flair for publicity 

he managed to get a little puff into the 
society column of a newspaper “So silent 
is this beautiful six-cylinder car that 

Mr Rolls proposes to call her the ‘The 
Green Glider’ ”. (In fact he formally 
gave the name to a later car, 60925, 
which became the 1909 Monte Carlo 
‘Trials’ - demonstrator - car.) It was a 
prophetic name as it turned out, though 
gliders might well have been on his mind 
at that time. For another famous man 
visiting France that year was Wilbur 
Wright, whom Rolls had already met a 
year previously in the USA. Wright set 
up a ‘flying camp’ at Le Mans — another 
name which would resonate into the 
future — and attained there a degree of 
fame equal to that in his homeland, and 
a very much greater level of commercial 
interest. Rolls was a frequent visitor, 
and on 8 October his persistence was 
rewarded. In his own words: 


“... [never expected the privilege of 
an actual flight with one of the great 
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brothers; however the happy moment 
—I may say of my life — came while 
watching, in the early morning of 

one Thursday, some preparations and 
adjustments of the machine, when Mr 
Wright suddenly turned and with a 
pleasant smile, and quiet voice said to 
me ‘Mr. Rolls, I guess I'll take you up 
this morning!’ 


“.... | took my seat on the flyer, taking 
care to fasten my cap down well, for 
the motor was running well and we 
expected to attain some high speeds. 
The roar of the engine commenced, 

the starting weights were released, and 
we were off with a bound — but not a 


worse one than starting on a switchback. 


Rolls’ glider as originally flown, with no 
rudder or wing-warping. 


Before reaching the end of the rail we 
had left it and were in the air — we were 
flying. .... Sometimes we flew above 
the trees, sometimes we flew three feet 
off the ground, entirely at the will of 
the operator who thus showed the most 
perfect control over his machine that 
anyone could imagine.” 

Flight magazine, 17/10/1908 


For those who are not familiar 
with the way the early Wright Flyer 
was launched, it was catapulted into 
the air from a monorail, with a half-ton 
weight descending a pylon to provide 
the impetus. Hence the rather dramatic 
take-off which CSR describes with such 
gentlemanly understatement. The plane 
left its undercarriage behind, landing 
on a simple skid. This effective, but 
restrictive, arrangement was something 
later developers of the Wright design 
were keen to get away from, as we shall 
see. 

Rolls, however, was hooked 
—not just on flight, that was a given, but 
on the Wright approach. According to 
his long-term friend Massac Buist he had 
already placed a firm order for a Wright 
plane that September, but Montagu and 
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Sedgwick in 
‘Rolls of Rolls- 
Royce’ date that 
order in March 
1909. Both are 
probably right. 
The trouble was 
that in 1908 
there was as 
yet nobody to 
place a British 
order with. The Wright brothers had 
granted a French company, CGNA, the 
rights to their Flyer in France, but were 
still considering how to handle England. 
Lord Royston had organised a syndicate, 
with Short Bros as engineering partners, 
to buy the English rights. Rolls had tried 
to get Rolls-Royce to bid for them, but 
was knocked back by the Board. Neither 
bid was accepted by the Wrights. 

The Rolls-Royce company had 
many good reasons not to get into such 
a risky venture, thought it must be said 
that their supposed opposition to aviation 
may have been somewhat overstated. 
Ernest Claremont was certainly against 
it, but he was much more heavily 
involved with the Glover electrical 
company than with Rolls-Royce by 
1908. Claude Johnson was Secretary to 
the Aero Club, and Royce had an official 
advisory position to the government on 
airships. Hardly a collection of anti- 
aviation diehards! 

The Wrights decided to keep 
the UK business to themselves and just 
sub-contract the manufacture. Shorts 
were contracted to build six airframes 
in March, and at last Rolls’ order was 
being executed. The same month Wilbur 
Wright arranged for Rolls to be taught to 
fly by one of his first French customers, 
the Comte de Lambert. There were, 
however, five people ahead of Rolls in 
the queue, and in the event these lessons 
never eventuated. Neither, for many 
months, did Rolls’ plane. The problem 
was a lack of engines, which were to 
come from the French factory. Rolls was 
still grounded. 

He decided to teach himself 
to fly, using (since he had no engine) 

a glider, just as the Wrights had done 
in their earliest experiments. Shorts 
supplied the glider, which was pretty 
much an engineless Wright biplane, 
and on 31 July 1909 Rolls started 
his experiments on a hill on the Isle 
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Rolls’ Short-Wright Glider after ‘half moons’ had been fitted. 


of Sheppey. It is indicative of his 
methodical approach that he started 
off with no directional controls — the 
rudder was not fitted and the wing- 
warping (equivalent to ailerons) was 
disconnected. So it was straight line 
flight concentrating on the elevators 
to fly and land upright. The plane was 
launched from a rail like the Wright, 
but without the catapult arrangement, 
and by 3 August (after several mishaps) 
Rolls was able to fly more than 30m 
and land flat. All this was documented 
meticulously in a little notebook. Rolls 
then had to return to London, but left 
instructions for the rudder and wing 
warping to be installed in his absence. 
When he returned, on 22 
August, he spent another week 
developing mastery of directional 
control, and continued occasionally 
flying the glider until the delivery 
of his powered Wright, at last, on 1 
October. But 22 August also shows a 
very interesting entry in his log-book, 
reproduced here. We have technical 


details for the 
Green engine: 
“Flywheel, 24 
Ibs. Engine 
147 with all 
pumps and 
» carburetter 30- 
~., 35 HP Magneto 
“ 13lbs Radiator 
35 Ib.” and 
on the facing 
page: Flywheel for R-R Aero 15” diam, 
1/8” web mild steel 32lbs weight all in 
periphery. 4 large holes through webs.” 
At the same time Short’s order book 
records a second order for a glider 
-- but Rolls only ever flew one glider 
and it seems clear that this second one 
was to be the basis of his new project. 
Never again referred to as the Rolls- 
Royce aeroplane, this became the Rolls 
Powered Glider. If Wright’s couldn’t 
supply an engine, why not buy one 
elsewhere? 
Nowadays when we talk of 
a powered glider we think of a glider 
first and foremost with a minimal 
engine enabling it to gain height. Such 
a description might be applied to A.V. 
Roe’s triplane of that period, which 
used a JAP motorcycle engine giving 
just 12 HP. Rolls had no such idea, 
and the name seems to reflect just the 
genesis of the idea. Several recorded 
conversations make it clear that he had 
every intention of developing the RPG as 
a commercial proposition. (Equally, he 


Pages from Rolls’ notebook, giving plans for powering his glider. 
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probably didn’t want to go public with 
the idea too soon or he would antagonise 
Wilbur Wright, and that too may help 
explain the low-key name). The Green 
engine was developed as the first all- 
British engine specifically designed 
for aeroplanes, with the deliberate idea 
of breaking the domination that the 
French currently had on the supply of 
aero engines. The French had almost 
all adopted air cooling by 1909, but the 
Green was a water cooled straight four, 
like the Wright. However it was unlike 
the Wright in most other aspects. 

The Wright engine had 
its cylinders horizontal and was 
evaporatively cooled — flights were 
limited by the water supply as well as 
the petrol supply. It had no carburettor, 
using (a first, maybe?) direct petrol 
injection into the inlet manifold, 
controlled by a ‘set and forget’ tap — 
there was no throttle control in flight. In 
its first version it produced 12HP, but by 
1909 it was giving a respectable 30HP. 

The Green engine had upright 
cylinders, each cast separately and water- 
jacketed in copper. The crankshaft was 
very desaxé, which was claimed to give 
a more efficient power stroke and longer 
induction period. It had a carburettor 
and radiator and its overhead cam design 
produced a claimed 35bhp at 1,160rpm 
(its rating for continuous running) 
and 40bhp at 1,220 rpm. Cylinder 
dimensions were 4.15” diameter by 
4.75” stroke which on my calculations 
makes it 4.2 litres. Gustavus Green (a 
splendid name) had aimed for reliability 
and this he achieved — his engines 


— The RPG Project — 


became legendary for reliability at a 
time when this commodity was in very 
short supply! They had a proper pumped 
recirculating oil system so they used 
(and spewed!) much less oil than their 
French rivals, and were quite economical 
on fuel. However, they were overweight 
compared to air-cooled French engines 
and so rarely won races. In August 1909 
this engine was very new and Rolls 
must have been one of the first to know 
about it. A year later, in September 1910, 
Green entered one of these engines in a 
contest for British aero engines held at 
the National Physical Laboratory. The 
rules required a minimum of 35bhp and 
continuous running for 12 hours. The 
Green was the only one to last the 12 
hours, but averaged only 31bhp and so 
got only a consolation prize of £200. 

(A year later the same contest was held 
again and Green won the £1,000 prize 
comfortably with his new 8-litre 60HP 
four. Greens later moved to sixes and 
V-12s which were produced through the 
Great War.) 

It is worth taking a brief 
glimpse at the state of British aviation 
in 1909. It is a widely-held belief that 
the British government was behind in 
its interest in aviation — and maybe 
compared to the French and Germans it 
was. But at this stage it was leading the 
country in powered flight. The British 
Army Aeroplane was constructed at 
Farnborough by the Balloon section 
of the Royal Engineers, led by 
Major Capper in a most improbable 
collaboration with a larger than life 
American, S.F. Cody. The plane was 


The Rolls Powered Glider, probably RPG IV; at Eastchurch, Isle of Sheppey in May 1910. 


made of bamboo and wire and has been 
described as ‘like an oversized Wright 
with a tail’, earning the nickname ‘The 
Flying Cathedral’. It was powered by 

a French Antoinette V8. Cody was a 
former showman, who had done some 
research on kites and sometimes used the 
title ‘Colonel’ with very little grounds, 
which must have gone down very well 
with the Army! He was allegedly also 
unable to read or write, but like most 
stories about this extraordinary man that 
should probably be taken with a grain 
of salt. Cody first flew the British Army 
Aeroplane in October 1908, covered 
400 metres in February 1909, did the 
first British ‘mile’ in May 1909 and in 
September 1909 covered 40 miles — way 
ahead of anything else achieved in the 
country at that date. Cody had initially 
been the subject of ridicule but after he 
proved that the thing would work (and 
also took British citizenship) attitudes to 
him changed dramatically. He became 
the darling of the British public with his 
successful competition in early air races, 
using a smaller, lighter plane (inevitably 
nicknamed the ‘Flying Parish Church’). 

Among the civilians Alliot 
Verdon Roe stands out. His triplane 
powered (if that is the word) by its 
motorbike engine made short hops as 
early as 1908 but didn’t manage even 
half a mile until December 1909. But it 
did have a British motor. Rolls’ friend 
Moore-Brabazon (later Lord Brabazon 
of Tara) took the easier way out and 
ordered a French aircraft, a Voisin 
nicknamed ‘Bird of Passage’ with 
an 8-cylinder ENV engine. This was 
exhibited at the first Olympia aviation 
show then taken to the Isle of Sheppey 
where Moore-Brabazon managed 1,500 
feet on May 2nd before a drum came 
loose in the steering. Moore-Brabazon 
was not, of course, insensitive to the 
idea of promoting British aviation and 
took delivery of Short number 2 (with a 
Belgian Vivinus engine) in September. 
That soon managed a mile flight, but 
the engine was then changed to a British 
Green, and on 30 October this won the 
Daily Telegraph prize for the first all- 
British aircraft to fly a circular mile. The 
Green engine had won its spurs. 

Rolls used his Wrights, first 
two Short-built ones rather than a French 
version, for all his publicised flights, but 
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he continued development on the RPG, 
which had reached version RPG IV by 
the time of his tragic death. The only 
surviving photo, taken in May 1910 is 
believed to show this last version. It has 
a proper undercarriage (well, bicycle 
wheels) and has been described as 
otherwise Wright-like. However, to me 
it seems quite clearly to have horizontal 
surfaces, presumably elevators, at the 
rear unlike the Wright design. That 
monstrous flywheel is clearly visible. 
Why did he feel the need to add so much 
weight to an engine which is designed 
to operate at a constant speed and has 
the propellers as rotating mass anyway? 
The answer is probably that the power 
impulses of a low-revving four were 
rather unkind to the chains and skinny 
propeller shafts of the Wright design. 
Unlike other makers the Wrights (and 
Rolls) used twin props driven by one 
engine, and driven by very long bicycle 
chains. The props were contra-rotating, 
which had the desirable property of 
avoiding torque reactions, but also meant 


— The RPG Project — 


that one of the chains had to cross over 
itself. For this hair-raising manoeuvre 
the chain was, fortunately, enclosed in 
tubes. There was then a very whippy 
prop-shaft taking the drive to each 
propeller (why not a wide tube of the 
same weight, one has to wonder’). 

Did the RPG fly? There don’t 
seem to be any records, but one can 
see no reason at all why it wouldn’t, so 
my guess is that it did. Would it have 
made a commercial proposition? Almost 
certainly not. Rolls got rid of some of 
the weak points on the Wright design but 
seemed obstinately wedded to others, 
especially that ludicrous transmission. 
Shorts had already built planes with 
Green engines so what did the RPG have 
to offer? Had he lived, there can be little 
doubt that CSR would have become even 
more involved in the aviation industry, 
but it would have been by way of one 
of the established companies (probably 
Short Brothers) — and maybe by 
gingering Rolls-Royce into aero engine 
production a bit sooner. But it is curious 


to reflect on how the words Green and 
Glider came into juxtaposition in such 
different ways between 1908 and 1910. 
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Tunderstand that the Jewish Faith 

J tends to mourn the birth of a child 
and celebrate the death of an adult. 
The first is to lament the entry of an 
innocent to this strange world and 

the second to recognise the survival 
of a lifetime of vicissitudes. I tend to 
have hope with a newborn that this 
little creature will somehow make the 
world a better place. But I do agree 
with celebrating death since it seems 
to be the one time the departed soul is 
recognised for the contribution it has 
made in a lifetime. And I also think 
the sadness death brings is a feeling 
we all have that the skills and comfort 
and pleasure that the departed gave 
during their mortal term are now to be 
denied us. 

May Goudie was an 
unremarkable person seldom noticed 
in a crowd, never the focus of 
dissention yet everyone who came 
near her, remembered her. She died on 
Saturday 29 October after a long and 
uncomfortable convalescence notable 
for the fact that while her body was 
obviously slowing down her mind 
was as sharp as ever. There were no 
complaints just a stoic acceptance 
and in the end a quiet departure. We 
could wish for nothing more for her 
personally. 


The Passing of May Goudie 


Catherine May Goudie 
9 April 1917 - 29 October 2005 
May and her husband of 56 
years Eric, lived in a unique house in 
Canberra for most of their lives. They 
had two children Ross and Helen and it 
seems a large general group of friends. 
I first met May when I drove near their 
house and saw the old S2 Bentley. On 
with my charming cap, an introduction 
and Eric and May became lifelong 
friends for me. It seems that May was 
very involved with community groups 
particularly through her church. She also 
was one of those people who can’t help 
but offer to help — a trait that seems to be 
fading these days in my experience. 
May drove the Bentley and 

sometime allowed Eric to do likewise. 
Small of stature, she acquired a cushion 
to bolster Mr Royce’s upholstery and 
even then most road sightings were 
through the arch of the steering wheel. 


But there was little or no legend of 
a diminutive driver plodding along 
the byways; tales were told by many 
a Club member of being passed by 
the Bentley in full flight at speeds 
normally reserved for the roads of 
Europe. 

When I was working to 
stabilise Club affairs in my capacity 
as Federal Secretary as well as editing 
Praeclarvm, | asked Eric and May 
if they would mind taking on the 
dispatch of our magazine and keeping 
track of various subscriptions that 
seemed to have crept into my duty 
statement. They did not hesitate and 
powerless to bestow any reward 
on them, I imperiously created 
the positions of Assistant Federal 
Secretary and popped them both into 
them. The pundits screamed as pundits 
will but in the end May, along with 
Eric, was rewarded with the honour of 
Lifetime Membership. 

May has been missed and 
will be until old memories such as 
mine wither. Her efforts and the 
results of them will however live 
on and I can see many years hence 
someone saying ‘I wonder who 
thought of that?’ Hopefully May will 
look down at the wonderer and smile. 
God bless her. 


Bill Coburn 
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By Shirley Missen (NSW) 


Shirley Missen is in the photograph above 
with Victoria Branch members, Lex Lynch 
and Robert Whitehead and 1950 Bentley 
Mk VI, BIILJIN, Saloon and 1952 Bentley 
R-type, B71RS, James Young Coupe. 
Photographs in this article courtesy of 
Lloyd Missen and Mal Henderson. 


Twould like to share with you the 
Lhightignts of the 2005 Dawn Patrol. 


Imagine eight cars being polished up 
in N.S.W. and packed with all the gear 
needed for a long weekend away. For 
some it was nearly a week because it 
seemed like a good idea to meander 
down the lovely east coast taking three 
days to get to Eden. “Three days!” I hear 
you say. “Three days to drive to Eden!” 
Well, that is not at all unusual — some of 
us took seven days to drive from Sydney 
to Canberra earlier this year. 
Suffice to say that they were 
three very enjoyable days 
with time to explore some 
of the small bays and inlets ~—— 
past, and to overnight at = 
Gerringong and Narooma. === 
Now imagine six cars being 
polished up in Victoria and packed as 
above, one of which had had some major 
work done on it and the last nut and 
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I at Eden NSW 


bolt was tightened up a half hour before 
departure time. 
The rendezvous was The 
Bayview Motel in Eden — halfway 
between Melbourne and Sydney. I 
wonder if motels were designed with 
the express purpose of providing such 
a good venue for car club members to 
catch up with each other, to meet new 
members and to admire each others’ 
cars? Probably not, but they certainly 
serve that purpose admirably and as 
always we put it to good use. This is one 
of the highlights of these events for me. 
Eden has a good reputation for 
whale watch cruises, so there weren’t 
any grumbles from the enthusiastic 
group who were at breakfast on Saturday 
at 6.15am. Yes! 6.15am! Ros welcomed 
us on board the Cat Balou at 7.15 and 
I’m glad to say it wasn’t one of us who 
held up the 
7.30 departure 
_ by ten minutes. 
I suppose 


it was no more 
than 15 minutes 
later that the 

first “blow” was 


seen and we were soon being amazed 

at these quite wonderful creatures that 
didn’t seem to be at all fazed by us. They 
spouted, rolled and thrashed their tails 
and opened their huge mouths to take 

in gulps of water to be strained for their 
food. Four hours went by very quickly. 

The visit to the Killer Whale 
Museum was an opportunity to learn 
more about whales, whaling and the 
Eden district. It is a credit to the small 
town of Eden — it has quite a large 
collection of exhibits depicting life in the 
area in past times and is well presented. 
It houses the skeleton of Old Tom, the 
leader of the Killer Whale pack who 
worked with the whalers of the late 19th 
century to herd unsuspecting whales into 
the bay to be harpooned in return for 
their tongues and lips. 

We were now looking forward 
to lunch. Fortunately, the weather was 
good and we found Rotary Park an ideal 
venue to enjoy our boxed lunches. We 
were able to stroll along to the Coastal 


= Patrol Tower where the 


me to us. They had some 
interesting tales to tell. 
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The Wheelhouse Restaurant, 
our choice for dinner, is situated on the 
main wharf so we were expecting some 
fresh seafood. We were not disappointed. 

The next morning did not 
require quite such an early start, but 
only the Technically Minded Members 
(TMMs) were to be found in the Dining 
Room at the quite civilised time of 7am. 

The rest of us arrived at 8 for 
breakfast, but missed hearing about 
refurbishing ‘Drip-Plugs’. Perhaps we 
do not fully appreciate what we missed 
— because at one early stage members 
were to be seen crawling on all fours 
around the motel dining room floor. I 
have it on good authority that they were 
searching for a tiny fine coil spring, just 
6mm by 4 mm diameter, one of seven 
internal components Lex Lynch found 
by dismantling a drip plug and as always 
he was keen to share this with members. 
Remarkably the spring was found, but 
Lex opted to continue his description of 
the components and how he proposed 
to restore a non-functioning sealing 
disc, thus dripping and not dropping, by 
using a photograph of the dismantled 
components Lloyd had previously taken. 

We also missed sampling some 
of Lloyd’s ‘bedside reading’. He drew 
members’ attention to a few relevant 
articles he had recently found in old 
editions of RROC Flying Lady, viz. 

— Recommendations based on engine 
tests, for the use of detergent against 
non-detergent oil even in sludged 
engines — Page 4206; Henry Royce’s 
recommendation for ‘Jubilee’ type hose 
clamps over perforated types — Page 
5745; Crewe’s advice against use of 
silicone brake fluid — Page 4207; and 

for the really adventurous, an excellent 
two-part article on dismantling the 
differential for recommended cleaning of 
oilways, etc, resetting clearances, and the 
subsequent re-assembling. This would be 
particularly useful if replacing a gear set, 
a recent Register topic. 
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We late risers did not miss 
seeing Robert Whitehead’s beautiful, 
relatively recent find, B71RS, an 
aluminium bodied R-type James Young 
Coupe in the carpark, but only the 
TMMs heard some of the details of the 
restoration including rewiring and head 
removal. 

All models of the Register were 
represented including Paul Samuel’s 
R-type Bentley Continental, BC70D, and 
undoubtedly other technical exchanges 
occurred between members over the 
weekend. 

After we finally persuaded the 
TMMs to leave the beloved cars and 
have breakfast, we headed for the village 
of Candelo. The route took us on the 
western side of the Princes Highway 
through forest, rolling hills and small 
farms. Candelo was buzzing as it was 
the annual Market Day. There is usually 
very little for young people to do in such 
small towns, so some years ago it was 
decided a swimming pool would be a 
great idea. How to raise the $50,000? 
Candelo Markets were born, and still 
continue to fund community needs as 
well as being a good excuse for getting 
together. It was rather hot and windy 
and even though these markets are the 
biggest in the area, we did not take long 
to see what we needed to see and buy 
what we needed to buy, and to continue 
on through more beautiful rolling hills to 
our BBQ lunch which was hosted by the 


Sapphire Coast Historic Vehicle Club at 
its Club Rooms just south of Pambula. 

Lloyd and I had been 
introduced to a member of this club by 
the mother of the manager of the motel 
on our earlier organising visit to Eden. 
We were quite overwhelmed by the 
members’ friendliness and willingness to 
entertain us, as well as by the wonderful 
spirit of generosity and co-operation 
that led to the formation of the club and 
the building of the club rooms. Land 
was donated, materials and expertise 
were given and the buildings were 


constructed by voluntary labour. Young, 
disadvantaged boys are now being 
helped and encouraged by being part of a 
project to restore old cars. 


Our final dinner was a 
memorable event. We had all been 
asked to bring jokes, interesting stories, 
anecdotes or anything that would 
entertain, educate or enthuse. We have 
such hidden talent in our Register. The 
advice, “Don’t give up your day job!” 
wouldn’t have been necessary. We will 
never see a bicycle as a boring means of 
getting from A to B again! 

Watch the Events Calendar in 
Praeclarum for Dawn Patrol IV in 2006. 
It is already in the ‘under construction’ 
mode. 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Australia 


David Jones, Chairman of The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, sent these photos of 
a 1940 diesel Rolls-Royce demonstrator engine, being restored by Simon Elliott 
for the Foundation. This magnificent restoration will be finished at the end of this 
year. Another outstanding example of the value of the Foundation to Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley enthusiasts. Editor. 
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Photographs courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 


Rolls-Royce 100EX Centenary Experimental Car 
in New York, October 2005 


“The stately face of a Rolls-Royce does not easily lend itself to 
streamlining although the very latest 100EX experimental coupe 
has returned to this theme with an angled grille...”, with these 
words internationally acclaimed Rolls-Royce historian, Tom Clarke 


begins his article, ‘Angles and Arcs at Cannes’, which follows. 
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A gles and es a Cannes 
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~ Glinpses tato the Sast, Nunbeor 20 ~ 


1925 Phantom | chassis 94MC with its second body, by Jonckheere, during the Cannes 
concours d'élégance 27" 2 March 1936, entrant no.19. This photograph appeared in La 


Carrosserie May 1936 p.6 where the caption claimed the body was by Hooper 


which it 


wasn t even though it carried Hooper plates! (Courtesy of Laurent Friry) 


he stately face of a Rolls-Royce 

does not easily lend itself to 
streamlining although the very latest 
100EX experimental coupe has returned 
to this theme with an angled grille. In 
those pre-War days of imposing radiators 
and shutters you simply had to accept 
what the chassis came with and for most 
of us that classical radiator is just fine! 
But as streamlining emerged from the 
1920s onwards there was pressure to 
improve the frontal appearance of Rolls- 
Royce cars. The Company itself began 
to consider the possibilities from around 
March 1934 when Project Engineer 
Ivan Evernden sketched out what the 
proposed ‘Spectre’, the Phantom III, 
could look like. In his design the radiator 
remained vertical but splayed out at 
the bottom in a manner already being 
adopted by other manufacturers. As we 
know, this was not accepted and tradition 
prevailed. In 1947 the oil magnate 
Nubar Gulbenkian did manage to get the 
Company to agree to a curious rounded 
and angled grille for his Hooper Silver 
Wraith WTA62. And that same year 
Phantom III 3DL120 was rebodied by 
Labourdette in France with a removable 
cowled grille. 

The few pre-War angled 
radiators that are known are mostly on 
cars rebodied in Europe. One American 
example, however, was a Springfield 
Ghost with an angled cowl fitted over 
the radiator to give a streamlined 
appearance. It was not as integrated 
as the European conversions but was 
simpler to do. The first of the European 
examples seems to have been a drophead 
coupe by Bihne of Germany ca 1936 on 
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Tom Clarke (U.K.) © 2004 


an unidentified 1920s Phantom I chassis. 
Its angled radiator was professionally 
executed and its new body was 
commissioned by Graf von Alvensleben, 
or bought by him after the conversion. 
As recounted later in this story, it was 
soon to be seen on the Cote d’ Azur, 

the playground of the rich in southern 
France. At the Paris Salon in late 1936 

a rebodied 1930 Phantom II, 41GX by 
Binder, caused a sensation. On this car 
the angled radiator was actually a cowl 


Ivan Evernden’s drawing of 17% March 
1934 sent to senior figures at Rolls-Rovce 
to show what the forthcoming Phantom 
HI radiator could look like. Is it any more 
acceptable today? (Courtesy of the Sir 
Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, also in 
RREC Bulletin 247 July/August 200! p.40) 


over the original radiator itself with a 
restyled bonnet that was higher than 
normal. In fact, the bonnet was almost 
certainly a temporary fitting over the top 
of the original as the car soon resumed a 
normal appearance. The inspiration for 
this Show car must have been the Cord 
810 sportsman two-seater of 1936 which 
had the features displayed. 

In the first months of 1937 
Farina in Italy rebodied an early 
Phantom I with a saloon body of 
ordinary appearance but with a dramatic 
angled radiator. It too was professionally 
done but it was as nothing stylistically 
compared with the rebodying that had 
appeared not long before from the 
Belgian coachbuilder Jonckheere on 
a 1925 Phantom I. To complement 
the angled radiator a two-door body 
of memorable flamboyance was built. 
This car, chassis 94MC, has had a 
complicated history woven around it. It 
has also been written about many times 
and I am indebted to the work of U.S. 
motoring historian Keith Marvin for 
some of the later detail used here. 

94MC began life as a Hooper 
cabriolet for Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Dillman 
of Detroit in September 1925. The 
Dillmans also bought 59SC Hooper 
cabriolet around June 1926. It seems 
they had not liked 94MC very much 
so it was sold in England, still fairly 
new, to the Raja of Nanpara. This was 
His Highness Raja Muhammed Sadiq 
(or Siddiq) Khan (b.1870) of Uttar 
Pradesh, India and not his heir Raja Syed 
Muhammed Sa’adat Ali Khan (b.1904). 
The car appears to have been kept in 
Europe by its first two owners. In 1932 
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2 eg BEE 5 . 
A 1920s Phantom I with drophead coupe body 
by Biihne of Germany ca 1936 for Graf von 
Alvensleben. Note the neat angled radiator. 


___ Like 94MC, the principal car in this article, 
A ¢ it has a polished bonnet. Friedrich J. W. F: 

~ Kuno, Graf von Alvensleben (1895-1950) 
or Gebhard J., Graf von Alvensleben (1884- 
= 1960) could have been the owner. (Courtesy 
of Dr. Rupert Stuhlemmer) 


1930 Phantom IT 41GX at the Paris Salon 

in 1936 with its new Binder coupe body and 
experimental reworking of the radiator shape 
and bonnet. The original vertical radiator 
remained underneath the angled cowl and 

the high bonnet was probably a temporary: 
cover over the original, all done perhaps to 
test public reaction. The headlamps were 
inside front wing compartments. Many of these 
features were to be seen on the 1936 Cord 
810 Sportsman 2-seater which was probably 
the inspiration. The body, and the temporary 
frontal appearance, were commissioned by the 
then owner Jacques Poberejsky. He ran a design studio in Paris and continued to create outrageous cars. One of the last was 
Silver Wraith LWABO63 for the Geneva Show in 1949. It too had a cowled radiator. 41GX was sold to Prince Djordjudze in 1937 
and later taken by him to America. 
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A Springfield Ghost in the U.S. 
with later body by an unknown 
maker, probably in the late 1930s. 
Note the cowl over the radiator. 
(Courtesy of André Blaize from an 
unidentified collection) 
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The Phantom I rebodied in 

1937 by Farina for a customer 
in Milan (the car is registered 
53952-MI). (Courtesy of Bryan 
K. Goodman) A/so, below 

left, showing that the external 
shutters were not modernised to be flush with the radiator but they did cover the diagonal stays and crossmember of 
the chassis frame. (The Autocar 30 July 1937 p.216) 
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An evening view of Phantom I 94MC when still fairly ‘new’ at the second concours in Cannes, August 1936. There is no entry number on 
the car. The badge in the middle of the radiator is from the Touring Club de France. Inset: The gentleman owner or driver is not thought to 
look like Baron Robert Gendebien or the dealer André Pisart so who might this be? Is it Harold Smith who owned the car 1932-35 at least, 
or is it the American buyer of 94MC who soon took it to America? (Traverso of Cannes photograph, courtesy of Bryan K. Goodman) 


it was in the hands of Harold Smith of 
Brussels. It was still owned by Smith in 
August 1935 when it was repaired by the 
Belgian Rolls-Royce agency André Pisart. 
This company was owned by Baron Robert 
Gendebien (thought to be the engineer of 
the same name who, many years earlier, 
started the Elgé car business with a René 
Lambin. Not many of this make were 
made). Pisart himself was interesting 

for his racing career and connection to 
Chenard-Walcker cars. It could have been 
Gendebien who chose Jonckheere for the 
rebodying of 94MC sometime in the 1934- 
35 period either for Smith or an owner 
with a Dutch connection. This link arose 
because the car was given the number L- 
30510 which it carried for many years. As 
Marvin pointed out, the car was seen with 
a NL (Netherlands) country plate and L 
was a registration number series used for 
Utrecht in The Netherlands. Smith was an 
engineer who was based on the Continent 
and it is tempting to see the conversion as 
his idea. Another claim is that Smith was 
only acting as the agent of the true owner 
and, more far fetched, that it was a disguise 
for the Prince of Wales. 

Whoever commissioned the 
body cannot have been insistent on its 
Jonckheere origins being known because 
the car was fitted with Hooper interior 
coachplates, probably taken from the first 
body! At its first appearance in 1936 the 
Hooper connection was noted and to this 
day the car carries only Hooper plates. 
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European coachbuilders usually placed 
their plaques externally but nothing 
to signify Jonckheere is fitted at all 
(although the company acknowledged 
its link to the car both in the early 
1950s and more recently). There 
must be a sneaking suspicion that 
permission was given to make this 
car in the Jonckheere works, perhaps 
as a privilege for a senior employee 
or a favour to an old customer, but 
not marking it with Jonckheere’s 
name. Moreover, choosing a ten year 
old Rolls-Royce to rebody made the 
project much more affordable. 

The body speaks for itself: one 
single perfectly round door on each 
side with the windows opening in 
the manner of a fan, a highly-raked 
and opening windscreen, rear fin, 
incredible bumpers, and made mainly 
in steel except for the bonnet. A full 
side view reveals that the body shape 
was also attempting to be a complete 
arc from front to rear with the round 
doors in the middle. Not perfect of 
course but the angled radiator, rising 
bonnet, and raked windscreen almost 
brought it off. The round doors were 
complemented by the round wheel 
arches. Judging by the photograph of 
the car when finished it was painted 
in a light colour, perhaps iridescent. 
Tandem sunroofs were fitted. The 
interior was red leather with green 
stripes. Everything ensured that the 


car would be noticed. This was a car 
built to make a statement or, more likely, 
to sweep the board at those prestigious 
seaside concours d’élégance in France. It 
certainly did so at Cannes in March 1936 
with a Prix D’Honneur. The Cannes 
concours was held twice each year, the 
second being in August which 94MC 
also attended in 1936. It was descriptions 
from this period that sowed the seed for 
the car being connected to the late Duke 
of Windsor (previously Prince of Wales, 
and briefly King Edward VIII for 1936 
only). But his Phantom Is were 1925 
55MC Barker saloon and 1927 14RF 
Gurney Nutting saloon with division so 
why did this confusion occur? 

Just as the names of royalty or 
the infamous are thrown around by 
dealers to add glamour to a car (such 
as Ribbentrop or Goering to almost any 
exotic Mercedes 540K!) so it seems to 
have been a spurious connection for 
94MC. More likely is the hint in the 
RREC Bulletin (no.101 March 1977 
p.5-6). Here it was noted that the Prince 
of Wales had a Burney Streamline car 
whose overall shape was very similar to 
94MC. One example was used during 
a Lord Mayor’s Parade in London, 
probably 1933. Once the Prince’s name 
was associated with such an adventurous 
style it would not have taken long for 
94MC to be confused with it. In any 
event, as Keith Marvin has firmly 
established, there is NO connection 
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to the Prince at all! The connection 
to the Prince could also have been 
‘manufactured’ in Cannes where the 
Prince and Mrs. Simpson were habitués 
in the 1930s. 

Burney’s design was first 
seen in 1929 and was certainly ahead 
of its time in British terms. European 
designers, however, had experimented 
with teardrop and streamlined bodies 
some years earlier and continued 
to produce advanced ideas as did 
Americans. At least five later cars could 
have had a more direct influence on 
the design of 94MC. In Germany in 
1932 the incredible Maybach Zeppelin 
streamline saloon by Spohn appeared, 
built under Jaray patents. It had the arc 
shape at waist level, angled radiator, and 
a vestigial rear fin. Also during 1932 
John Tjaarda, a Dutch designer working 
in America, revealed an aerodynamic 
saloon for his proposed rear-engined 
Sterkenburg V-8. Although not built 
the design had four doors, not the eye- 
catching round type of 94MC. The arc 
shape and rear fin were present. In late 
1932 the Pierce Arrow streamline saloon 
‘Suver Arrow’ made its appearance in 
America. Again the arc shape and angled 
radiator but a clerestory rear window 
was the unique feature rather than a 
fin. On 94MC the equivalent was the 
louvred rear windows. Even the 1934 
Chrysler ‘Airflow’ and ‘Airstream’, 
much smoother designs, could have been 
an influence. Most intriguing perhaps 
was the 1934 Voisin C25 ‘Aerodyne’ 
saloon which appeared in France in the 
spring and was exhibited at the Salon 
in October. It too utilised the arc theme 
and the wings were closer in style to 
those on 94MC. Its long sliding roof 
with portholes was unique whereas 
94MC had to make do with tandem 
sunroofs. Admittedly, the Voisin retained 
an upright radiator but one can imagine 
this car making a big impact on any 
viewer seeking to design an even more 
striking alternative. The Tatra of 1935 
from Czechoslovakia also sported the arc 
shape, a fin, and the sort of streamline 
styling that proliferated in this period. 
Most of these cars were intended for 
production and were more sophisticated 
and practical than the eclectic 94MC. 

94MC was sold to a buyer 
in the United States before May 1937. 
Perhaps it was Harold Smith himself 
who took it there to sell and it was 
written up in Life magazine for 29 
November 1937. Already the royal 
connection was being claimed because, 
as Marvin explained, the contributor 
of the Life piece had been told this by 
94MC’s then U.S. owner, Maxwell 
M. Bilofsky of Lock Arbour, New 
Jersey. One young resident at Bar 
Harbor, Maine, during 1938-40 was Bill 
Benedict and he recalled recently seeing 
the car chauffeur driven for a lady. Its 
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Above: A September 1930 rear-engined Burney Streamline much like the 
example owned by the Prince of Wales and showing the arc shape emphasised in 
Burney 's patent. The Prince was often seen in his car, probably the fourth out of 
approximately 12 made, and would have been associated with the curious shape. 
Most were bodied by Carlton, as here. In July 1931, just prior to the delivery of 
his own car, the Prince borrowed a Burney (GP7802, from the Courtauld family) 
but soon had his own car, RX7958, to take to southwest France on holiday in 
August. Here the car would have gained further publicity. The Prince sold the 
car in 1932/33 and it ended up in India where it was later scrapped. Sir Charles 
Dennistoun Burney, Bt. (1888-1968), designer of the R-100 airship, was unable 


to get his car into large scale production. Crossley in Manchester did produce a t 
revised version although only 25 were made during 1933-34. SS 
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Above: The 1932 Mavbach Zeppelin streamline by Spohn showing the vestigial 
rear fin. Erdmann & Rossi submitted an even more stylish proposal with the fin 
but normal wings. A Mercedes-Benz 2-door streamline saloon by Erdmann & 
Rossi at the 1933 Berlin Show also had the same fin treatment. (Motor12 July 
1932 p.983) 


ey 


Below: The Pierce Arrow which The Motor (24 Jan. 1933 p.1113) thought was 
somewhat like the Burney. The designer of the Jonckheere body for 94MC would 
surely have been aware of these advanced designs. 


PPL — ON THE LINES 
’ OF 
THE BURNEY. 
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colour was robin’s egg blue. 
The car later ended up ina 
used car lot (which looked 
more like a scrapyard) in 
Dumont, N.J., until rescued 
by John H. Eberhardt of 
Edgewater, N.J., who passed 
it to Ed Prohle (or Proli) of 
North Bergen, N.J., in 1952 
who in turn sold it to Max 
Obie of Paramus, NJ and 
Saratoga, FL that same year 
(and it joined the RROC in 
October 1953). He restored 
the car in white and put it 
on display although it was 
later refinished in gold paint. 
It was his popular postcard 
of the gold-coloured version 
which spread the wild claims 
about the car that persist 
today — 120 m.p.h., 200 
h.p., the Prince, huge cost, 
real gold in the paint, etc. 
So much so that it is almost 
impossible to separate these 
from what the car was like 
when built in the thirties. 

Rolls-Royce 
clearly distanced themselves from the 
car, as evident in a 17th July 1952 letter 
by Publicity Manager R.M. Stratford, 
responding to an inquiry by George 
Moffitt (NY) who was trying to trace 
its history: “We have no trace of the 
fantastic coachwork illustrated in one of 
your clippings, which states it to be the 
property of the Duke of Windsor. In any 
case we should not associate ourselves 
with the deformation of the radiator 
shown in the illustration. I am informed 
that during the lengthy period of our 
commercial association with His Royal 
Highness he never asked for anything 
freakish in the way of coachwork and we 
find it difficult to believe that the vehicle 
illustrated was ever his property in the 
shape depicted.” 

In more recent years the car 
has been shown in a Florida museum 
as well as displayed internationally, and 
was owned by Robert Bahre of Maine, 
Thomas Barrett If] of Arizona and a 
Japanese collection before returning 
to the U.S. The colour by now was 
white once more. It has even appeared 
in a French cartoon book for children 
(‘Shangai’ by Yann Lepennetier, 
illustrated by Olivier Neuray, vol.5 in 
the Nuit Blanche series, 1997, ISBN 
2723421961) in which the car is used by 
a criminal gang in Vietnam. 

Why did Harold Smith 
or Baron Gendebien, or whoever 
commissioned the car, choose the more 
obscure Jonckheere to build this body 
rather than the established Belgian 
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was never crowned although his successor King George VI wus crowned that 
year. But Edward, Prince of Wales, was destined to be confused with this car 
Jrom almost day one. (The Autocar 21 May 1937 p.1022a) 


coachbuilders like Van Den Plas, Vesters 
& Neirinck or D’Ieteren? And if the 
owner was a resident in Holland why 
did he not choose a local coachbuilder 
there such as Schutter & van Bakel, 
Veth & Zoon, or Van Rijswijk? These 
were all high class establishments and 
expensive, and would perhaps have been 
reluctant to take on a bizarre design. 
But Jonckheere had a track record for 
unorthodox designs, none more so 
than the allweather body on a Nagant 
in 1926. This made no concessions to 
style. According to The Motor (14 Dec. 
1926) ‘The body was capable of half 
a dozen transformations, and amongst 
other things it had a celluloid roof fitted 
with a leather pullover. The finish of the 
body was more startling than beautiful. 
It was covered with what appeared to 
be linoleum in a violent black and red 
Scotch tartan. Close-up [helmet] wings 
in polished aluminium added a lively 
touch’. In 1934, around the time work 
on 94MC began, Jonckheere built an 
advanced, ultra-modern bus design 
for the Brussels transport system. 
More influence perhaps on whoever 
commissioned the round-door body 
for 94MC. Clearly Jonckheere would 
have had no qualms about the design of 
94MC, capable of creating the design 
themselves or making the one brought to 
them. Nevertheless, it was by now a rare 
foray into car coachbuilding from their 
main bus work. 

The firm was established in 1881 by 
Henri Jonckheere in Beveren-Roeselaere, 


Belgium, and built its first 
motor body in 1902. Over 
the years many luxury 
makes were bodied. His 
son Joseph managed the 
firm after 1918 and in 1922 
the decision was taken to 
diversify into motor coaches 
and commercial work 
which remained the staple 
of the company from 1931 
as it does today. The VDL 
Jonckheere Group employs 
1,500 people and 85% of 
their coach production is 
exported. 

Who actually 
designed the Jonckheere 
94MC car finally emerged 
only recently when a curious 
link was established to the 
French coachwork designer 


A front view of 94MC in a New York street in 1937. The caption noted that Etienne Brandone (1893- 
it was claimed there to be King Edward’s coronation car! King Edward VIII 1963) who lived in Cannes. 


A photograph of Brandone 
with the Biihne-bodied 
Rolls-Royce was found in 
his archives and has led to 
a reappraisal of its origins. 
The French motor historian Dominique 
Pagneux surveyed Brandone’s work in 
the journal La Vie De L’ Auto in 2004 
and his findings are gratefully outlined 
here. Brandone trained as a sculptor, 
and later as a coachbuilder at Billeter 

& Cartier in Lyon. In 1923 he began 

in business as a saddler at 7 rue des 
Jardins, Cannes. Three years later he 
opened a design studio and workshop 

at 39 Boulevard des Italiens where he 
produced one-off exotic cars between 
1926-39 specifically for the Cannes 
concours. In 1928 additional premises 
were taken at the cul de sac Denans 
opposite. His son Pierre (1914-79) 
joined the firm. Many of the cars were 
older chassis which he rebodied but they 
regularly won prizes and he then either 
sold the winning cars to wealthy visitors 
staying in Cannes for the season or took 
orders for other work. He also relied on 
coachbuilders around Europe to make 
some cars for him or for the customers 
who bought his designs. One 1932 Alfa 
8C 2300 coupe was a rebody made to 
his design in 1934 and it won the March 
concours that year. When found years 
later the car carried Brandone’s plate 
externally and Erdmann & Rossi plates 
internally, further evidence of his interest 
in Germany for ideas and as a place to 
get bodies made. Other work included 

a Hispano-Suiza K6 drophead coupe in 
1936 with some features similar to the 
Buhne car, a 1932 Ballot and a Delage 
as rebodied fixed head coupes ca 1936, a 
Voisin C28 coupe in 1939 and Fiats. 
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Two other cars that can only 
be from Brandone’s hand are the Rolls- 
Royces, the Bithne and the Jonckheere. 
Although no documentary evidence 
survives to prove it conclusively, they 
share not just flamboyant high-style 
but also so many design details: the 
same angled radiator with the same 
rising bonnet reaching the windscreen, 
the same swaging style on the pontoon 
wings, the same rear wheel spats 
and chrome bezel with a large “R- 

R’ monogram, and the same ribbed 
mouldings below the doors. Whilst the 
Buhne has horizontal bonnet flaps (as on 
other Brandone cars) 94MC has bonnet 
vents identical to the Hispano-Suiza K6 
coupe by Brandone. More significantly, 
in 1935 Brandone designed and entered 
for the concours an Alfa-Romeo coupe 
with completely round doors, front 
hinged. In 1936 his streamline creation 
for Martini & Rossi on, it is thought, a 
Peugeot had many of the features seen 


on 94MC such as central fin and the 
wings with round spats. All of the cars 
have links to Cannes or its concours, as 
well as Brandone himself either socially 
or aesthetically. And Cannes was where 
Brandone shone. 

Brandone and his son Pierre 
had some commercial work in the 
first years of the war, including an 
aerodynamic electric car, and then 
resumed after hostilities ceased, 
continuing into the early 1950s at 
least. A Delahaye coupe by Figoni was 
modified in the late 1940s. And in 1952 
Jack Barclay Ltd. in London called 
in Pierre Brandone to design a 2-door 
Bentley Mk VI all-metal saloon (chassis 
B196MD). The design dispensed with 
the normal Bentley grille and all the 
interior features one associates with 
a British luxury car. It was made by 
Barclay’s coachbuilder, James Young 
Ltd., and supervised by Brandone junior 
over a six-month period. It resembled 


94MC at Bar Harbour, Maine in the 1940s. (Courtesy of Mr. Segall) 


the Buick of the time and 

was not well received at the 
Geneva Salon. Brandone junior 
later remarked that the 170 
strong workforce was far more 
meticulous and conscientious 
than many he had seen in 
France. 

As for 94MC, it is a 
reminder of those carefree pre- 
War days of stylish concours 
d’élégance at European 
seaside resorts. It remains 
precisely what it was intended 
to be in 1936 at Cannes, a 
showstopper and it will do this 
most effectively again when 
it emerges at its current U.S. 
museum home. 


Extensive documentation of 
sources and acknowledgments 
was provided by the author and 
is available on request - Editor. 
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94MC in 1954 in the Max Obie museum. (Courtesy of Ozzie Lyons) 
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On 26 September 2005, Bentley Motors announced the introduction 
of the Continental GTC. The new luxury 2+2 convertible completes 
the Bentley Continental model range following the introduction of the 
highly successful Continental GT in 2003 and four-door Continental 
Flying Spur earlier this year. The new Continental GTC goes on sale 
in late 2006. 

The Continental GTC becomes the second convertible to 
grace the current Bentley range. It follows the recently announced 
return of the evocative Azure name for Bentley’s Arnage-derived 
flagship four-seater convertible which goes on sale in Spring 2006. 

“The Continental GTC is the third step in our new product 
and segment strategy,” explained Bentley chairman Dr Franz-Josef 
Paefgen. “It will again open up the Bentley brand to more customers 
who only buy convertibles, as well as being a logical next car for our 
existing owners.” 


Information and images courtesy of Bentley Motors. 


Bentley Continental GTC 
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By Bill Coburn (ACT) 


T have often been asked, “How did you 
Learn all this about Rolls-Royces, were 
you trained, did you attend a school, 
perhaps you were brought up with a 
stable of these cars behind the family 
home?” The answer of course was no 
to all of the above. I have always been 
interested in mechanical things and to 
the anguish of my parents dismantled the 
washing machine, the vacuum cleaner 
and to my mother’s particular horror, 
her sewing machine!!! When I was 14 

a friend of the family allowed me to 
remove the cylinder head of her 1949 
Vauxhall Velox a car with an engine 

not unlike the first Holden. My father, 
mechanically ambitious but regrettably 
not particularly efficient observed my 
efforts with controlled anxiety and when 
the engine finally purred its appreciation 
for the overhaul, he stood in the drive 
and applauded for what seemed ages. 
Now, having been through the father 
phase I can appreciate the backup 
schemes he must have devised had I not 
been successful. 
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— Technical Topics 


Evolution and Iron Filings 


But the fact that I managed 
to get these mechanical jig saws back 
together and working must have given 
me confidence and encouragement to 
keep investigating. Mistakes have been 
aplenty but usually very instructional. 
Disasters have been relatively few and 


recoverable largely because I am slow of 


wit and am readily aware of this. I tend 
to be methodical where detail is needed 
and the mind starts to wander, and 

take copious notes and of late veritable 
albums of digital photos as I go. I ask. 
Most people with knowledge will share 
it if asked the right way, those that won’t 
will simply die with it and we are all, all 
the poorer. 

My first foray into the works 
of Mr Royce and his successors was in 
America when I was posted some 40 
years ago. A new found acquaintance 
persuaded me to extract the entrails of 
the gearbox of his Mark VI Bentley 
from the recently flooded floor of a 
mechanical entrepreneur who used to 
charge a nominal fee for his labour if 
in working on your car, he didn’t know 
what he was doing, and three times as 
much if he did. My experience up to that 
time had been watching and working 
with the dregs of mechanical transport 
that survived the second world war and 
the slowly developing pool of used post- 
war cars. Having had a close encounter 
with a MkVI of similar vintage, the 
recovered gearbox car, I gritted my teeth 
and contracted the disease. 


Left: ‘The start of an 
epic’, my 1951 Silver 
Dawn, SDB94, as 
found in Canberra. 


Right: ‘The child la- 
bour laws’, an early 
example of child 
abuse! 


Below right: ‘Cleaning a 
chassis’, seems I couldnt 
help myself. The Dawn 
stripped literally to the 
rivetts. ‘ 


The most rewarding asset at 
the time and really the greatest fun, was 
researching the problem and collecting 
every reference I could find. The saddest 
event was realising that these machines 
were not infallible, did get very dirty 
and seemed to have much the same sort 
of problems as most other cars. My 
automotive icons fell daily until one 
day while being shown over the Factory 
and the production of the very new and 
complicated Silver Shadow, my host 
the Factory Supervisor turned to me 
and said, ‘It is only a car, you know!’. 
As childish as my awe may now seem, 
should you care to turn the pages of Club 
magazines in those days you will see that 
I am not alone. I still recall the fury of a 
much venerated late member of our Club 
who personally demanded that a newly 
entered member be removed, because 
the chap had written and published an 
account of the maintenance and attendant 
costs for his Silver Dawn, which he 
purchased from a deceased estate 
complete with all documentation. 

And so I completely dismantled 
my Silver Dawn SDB94, right down to 
the chassis rivets. Never again would 
I attempt this considering the work 
involved, not to mention the cost. 
Further I shut my eyes to various Silver 
Clouds that came near since they were 
surely far more complicated and even 
more impossible to work on. But one 


arrived sans brakes and a new phase 
of my education followed. Eventually 
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I could look a Cloud owner in the eye 
and talk about his car and didn’t have 
nightmares about crushed chassis and 
collapsing suspensions. 

A 1969 Shadow appeared in 
the neighbourhood. I hid but the owner 
found me. Would I....... ? Curiosity 
prevailed, tools were made, manuals 
found and intrepid owners turned their 
cars over to me in what must have 
been a sacrificial offering. Now I[ have 
a Silver Spur and the rot has started 
again! But no more; evolution in my 
case must stop, I am too old and rapidly 
becoming enfeebled. But this morning 
I have an emailed exchange from 
our expatriate knowledge monger in 
Switzerland, Richard Treacy, concerning 
the shenanigans of Anti-lock Braking 
Systems (ABS) on a Turbo Bentley 
owned by a German national living 
in Spain! Is there no end to it I ask? 
But many of our cars in Australia now 
have an ABS system and if any owner 
happens to experience these symptoms, 
in the interests of preservation of our 
cars, he should be aware of what is 
wrong and perhaps even fix it himself! 

An edited version of the 
exchange follows. 


For some weeks my Turbo R has shown 
a very strange behaviour when braking: 
at high speeds it is sometimes pulling 
to the left, sometimes to right. When the 
brake pedal is released the car goes to 
the opposite direction to where it was 
pulling before. This behaviour seems to 
be independent of the road surface. 

At lower speeds with firm 
braking, the steering wheel is pulled, 
mostly to the left up to a 90°. Sometimes 
it pulls to the right about the same 
amount, sometimes it brakes perfectly 
straight. It seems to be independent of 
the road surface. I tested it many times 
on the same part of street in front of our 
home. Soft braking at lower speeds does 
not show the strange behaviour. 

My attempts at fixing the 
problem were: 

All brake hoses (six of them) 
were changed and the system bled. 

I checked all pistons, they 
moved free and easy (at one brake 
caliper I had to put new rubber dust/dirt 
caps). 
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— Technical Topics — 


‘Martin Bennett and me’, a seminal 
‘Self Help Group’. On the left is the ACT 
Branch’s first President, Penn Bradly. 


I changed the rubber mounting 
bushes on the rear triangle lever, the 
compliance lever mounts and also the 
rubber mounts where the compliance 
rods are fixed (at one of the rod mounts 
the rubber was broken). 

I checked the steering rack 
because (I had once had two loose bolts 
on the left hand side) to ensure there was 
no lateral play. This by the way is the 
third steering rack, again leaking a little 
bit on both sides after only some 8,000 
km. 

All the above, did not have the 
slightest effect, the strange behaviour 
continued. Next Tuesday we will have the 
car on the brake test stand to know if we 
can exclude uneven braking as reason 


for this strange behaviour. 


The alignment of the wheels is 
within tolerance. 


Richard sallied with: 
“This may be a shot in the dark, but do 
check the connections and cleanliness 
of the front wheel pulse sensors. One 
may be playing up, so the ABS could 
be backing off the brakes on one side 
sensing that you are in a skid due to 
weak or missing pulses. Otherwise, with 
these disc brakes it is almost impossible 
to have brake pull after all the work you 
have done unless there is an ABS defect. 
I would rule out steering, 
subframe mounts and suspension defects 
unless they were so shot that the car 


wandered from lane to lane even without 
braking. 

All the front brakes are on 
No 2 system on ABS cars. Earlier cars 
have one caliper on No | and the other 
on No 2. Although the backup of earlier 
cars is better, it can cause problems 
if the distribution valves are out of 
synchronisation. The wheel pulse sensor 
measures reluctance, (a property where 
the magnetic field ‘resists’ change) 
which is altered one way or another 
(positive or negative) as the hub bolts 
on the rotating wheel pass over it. This 
produces a square wave electrical signal 
at the frequency corresponding to the 
wheel speed. The ABS ECU (electronic 
control unit) compares the speeds of all 
four wheels from the frequency of the 
signal from each wheel sensor. 

If any one wheel drops in 
frequency/speed by about 3%, the ECU 
senses a skid condition and backs off 
the brake hydraulic fluid pressure to that 
wheel’s calipers until traction is regained 
in that wheel. 

The rear wheels are less 
critical, and the pressures to both twin 
calipers are always the same. One 
circuit (upper cylinders on each wheel, 
System 1) is limited by the G-Valve 
on deceleration, and the others (lower 
cylinders, system 2) are modulated 
electronically by the ABS to regain 
traction in case of a skid. The wheel 
with the poorest traction determines the 
pressure reduction in a skid for both rear 
wheels until both regain traction. 

If a sensor is faulty, or fouled 
up with iron filings as yours was, the 
ECU has no chance to compare accurate 
wheel speed readings, and will be 
quite erratic in trying to stop sensed 
skids. There is no way it could possibly 
function reliably with all those iron 
filings hanging off it. Use a gentle rub 
with sandpaper as a final finish. 

I have used ABS for the last 
10 years on a variety of cars but never 
touched the mechanism. I see that 
coming. After all cleaning the iron filings 
off a sensor is not brain numbing.” 


So many of you will be sitting 
there politely waiting for the simple 
explanation of what the Hell is ABS. 
We have all come across the kitchen 
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floor liberally coated with a lubricant be 
it salad dressing, soap suds or junior’s 
dinner reprocessed. You have to cross 

it and instinctively tip toe. This is not 
the manifestation of a repressed ballet 
gene nor an attempt at elegance (always 
difficult in the presence of the dinner) 
but your body’s method of remaining 
upright when traction is subject to doubt! 
By tip toeing you minimise the grip 
requirement on the floor since friction 
(the essential element of gripping) is 
suddenly minimal. 

Use the above as an analogy 
to your car cruising along on a smooth 
dry highway. A Rangaroo leaps out and 
you instinctively stand on the brakes. If 
the road surface is perfect and dry, the 
brakes perfectly adjusted and evenly 
worn, the tyres are likewise perfect 
and evenly worn and the car is evenly 
loaded, you should pull up with much 
skidding, in a perfectly straight line. The 
Rangaroo goes hopping off in divine 
bliss and you sit contemplating whether 
you will ever be able to balance the 
wheels again after grinding a large flat 
on one side. 

But it never happens that way. 
One wheel will invariably get a good 
grip and lock up and the others slipping 
around trying to do likewise will allow 
the car to pivot around the gripping 
wheel. Shortly you are making like a 
horizontal Ferris wheel. If the rear of 
the car is unladen there is a good chance 


— Technical Topics — 


the tail will lift when the nose dives. 
The lessened weight on the rear wheels 
allows them to lose their grip and the car 
is free to pirouette wherever the front 
wheels choose to direct! 

We have put up with this in 
varying degrees for a hundred years 
but then technology finally presented 
the designers with tools to sense 
when wheels stopped, more devices 
to do something with that information 
and mechanisms to be able to apply 
brake pressures without the driver’s 
involvement; and Anti-lock Brake 
Systems were born. Rolls-Royce had an 
edge on other makes in that through their 
accumulators a powerful braking force 
was available at the turn of a tap. 

The system operates in three 
modes, ‘normal’, ‘hold’ and ‘release’ and 
applies these to individual front wheels 
and the back wheels as a pair. The mode 
names need no explanation. To do this 
involves a modulator which is the central 
‘exchange’ and directs which wheel what 
to do, individual wheel sensors and an 
electronic control unit. So as Richard has 
explained, when braking, when a wheel 
appears to be slowing down alarmingly it 
is sensed by the wheel sensor which tells 
the control unit which tells the modulator 
to back off the brakes on that wheel. This 
allows it to run a little freer and maintain 
traction on that corner of the vehicle. 
This monitoring and adjusting on your 
car is happening under heavy braking up 


‘Kodak 038", the offending iron filings that caused all the confusion. 
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to 10 times per second. All very mind 
bending Mr. Holmes. Well I suppose I 
will eventually get used to all this but 
meantime — iron filings???? They of 
course are normally hurled on to the 
road. This is the swarf of the steel rotors 
which are ground relentlessly by the 
brake pads. But now we have sensors 
which are magnetic, so with iron filings 
and a magnet — you remember doing 
that little experiment at school under a 
clean sheet of paper and all the pretty 
patterns you could make??? 

Well if you have ABS brakes, 
whip off the wheels and clean the filings 
off the sensors and you have taken the 
first step towards a whole new field of 
Roycery. One little known fact was that 
in the land of automotive innovators, 
the introduction of ABS actually caused 
more accidents than the reverse. This 
was because when the system is working 
you cannot avoid feeling a distinct 
hammering under your brake pedal foot. 
This is the result of all those gubbins 
turning things on and off at a great 
speed. The unaccustomed driver terrified 
of running into something and slamming 
the brakes on is then super-terrified 
when the brake pedal starts crashing 
and thumping under his/her foot. The 
reaction in many cases is to yank the 
foot back and wonder what to do next. 
The wondering period is predictably a 
little short!!! 

Should you have any car with 
ABS, unless you have actually brought 
the system into play and experienced the 
foot hammering, you should find a loose 
dirt road or grassy area or a deserted 
wet road get the car up to about 60 kph 
(it doesn’t work at low speeds) and then 
stand on the brake. The result is usually 
quite instructional but more importantly 
your brain is instructed with what to 
expect in these circumstances and 
doesn’t prompt you to release the only 
tool you have to save your life! When 
ever I am driving on smooth asphalt 
and it is very wet, if I haven’t tested the 
system say in the last month, I check for 
other traffic, tell my passenger/s to brace 
and do this test. That also assures me 
that the system is waiting there for me if 
I should need it. 


What on earth would Henry think??? 
PRACLARVM 6-05 


The Royal Phantom IV Landaulette 
from the Royal Mews to 
The Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, UK 


Bentley Motors Ltd have most generously agreed 
to place on loan with the Foundation the Phantom 
IV Landaulette, chassis number 4BP5, formerly 
owned by Her Majesty The Queen. The car is now on 
display at The Hunt House. 

4BP5, code-named ‘Jubilee’, was built 
in 1953, and shipped to Hoopers at the end of that 
year to be fitted with state landaulette coachwork. 
This was completed in April 1954. For the first five 
years the car remained in the ownership of Rolls- 
Royce Ltd, who kept it at Hythe Road and made it 
available exclusively for the use of the Royal Family. 
During this time the car covered some 10,000 miles 
on royal duties. Early in 1959, ‘Jubilee’ was finally 
purchased by The Royal Mews and became one of 
Her Majesty’s official cars. 

4BPS is painted in the traditional royal 
colours of maroon and black, with a black leather 
landaulette hood. The rear upholstery is in grey West 
of England cloth, the front being in blue. It is a very 
large motor car, being over 19ft long and 7ft wide. 
It was said to be one of Her Majesty’s favourite 
motor cars, but has spent the last 15 years in semi- 
retirement at Sandringham. 
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Bentley Motors acquired this car last year. 
They presented Her Majesty with a state limousine 
during her Golden Jubilee year, 2002, and had built 
a prototype of this car for development and testing. 
Bentley subsequently re-engineered this prototype and 
brought it up to production standard. This second car 
was then supplied to the Royal Household in exchange 
for two of its older Rolls-Royce cars, one of which was 
4BP5. 

Only 18 Phantom IV motor cars were built, 
and were available only to Royalty and Heads of State, 
The first of these, chassis number 4AF2, was supplied 
to HRH The Princess Elizabeth in 1950, before her 
accession to the throne. 4AF2 is still in the Royal 
Mews. 


Information re-printed with permission from The Sir 
Henry Royce Memorial Foundation’s ‘Foundation News’, 
September/October 2005, and the kind assistance of 
Philip Hall, who provided the photographs of 4BP5 above 
on display at The Hunt House. The top photograph shows 
4BP5 in the foreground when it was at the Royal Mews, 
with 44F2 on the left, courtesy of RREC, from Rolls- 
Rovee Motor Cars. 
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Twenty Topics 


he weakest part of the Twenty, 

indeed the weakest part of all 
contemporary cars is the electrics. It 
wasn’t until the advent of the voltage 
regulator in the thirties that automotive 
electrical problems were largely 
overcome. The issues were flat batteries, 
cotton covered wiring, large weak 
starters and generators and generally 
primitive performance. 

Henry Royce was well 
experienced in electrical matters and 
had the technology been developed, he 
would have provided his cars with it. 
The heart of the problem, apart from 
the wiring, was the lack of an adequate 
voltage regulator, which is the problem 
we Twentists have to deal with today in 
using our cars. 

What the voltage regulator 
does is protect the battery from being 
overcharged so the lack of one is a real 
challenge. We are all familiar with the 
advice in the handbook to switch the 


News from the Registers 


generator on for the first quarter of 

a day trip and then to switch it off, 
switching it on again for the final 
quarter of the trip. To help in avoiding 
overcharging, the generator was of 
the third brush type. All generators 
have two brushes which pick up the 
current produced and transmit it to 

the car’s battery. The third brush is 
placed between the two main brushes 
and depends for its operation on cross 
magnetism, which distorts the shape 
of the magnetic field. At low speeds, 
the distortion is low and the voltage 
produced by the generator is large but 
as the speed increases the distortion 
caused reduces the voltage produced. 
You will have observed the ammeter 
showing a relatively high charge as the 
car starts from rest remaining fairly 
constant at about 30 miles an hour and 
the charge falling off as the car reaches 
40 miles per hour and beyond. 

All this is fine during the 
day however, at night, with lights on 
and possibly the wiper on as well, 
pressing on to get home as soon as 


Rex Vincent 
Silver Ghost Register 


Bob Clarke 
20 hp Register 


David Axe 
20/25 hp, 25/30 hp and 
Wraith Register 


Mick Rust 
Derby Phantom Register 


Barrie Childs 
Derby Bentley Register 


Lloyd Missen 

Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, 
Bentley MkVI and R-type 
Register 


Steve Redford 

Silver Cloud, Bentley S 
Series, Phantom V and VI 
Register 

David Gore - Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T Series and 
Derivatives Register 
Anthony Kierce 

Silver Spirit, Bentley 
Mulsanne and Derivatives 
Register 
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Registrars 


28 Copperleaf Place 
Castle Hill NSW 2154 


18 Horsley Street 
Kooringal Wagga 
Wagga NSW 2650 


‘Albemarle’ 
88 The Broadwaters 
Tascott NSW 2250 


PO Box 1215 
Midland 
Western Australia 6936 


PO Box 168 
Sylvania Southgate 
NSW 2224 


67 Rembrant Drive 
Middle Cove 
NSW 2068 


65 Kadumba Street 
Yeronga 
Queensland 4104 


PO Box 293 
Old Bar 
NSW 2430 


27 Inkerman Street 
Ballarat 
Victoria 3350 


Tel: 02-9634-5052 
Fax: 02-9674-6357 
consonic@consonic.com 


Tel: 02-6926-1884 
Mob: 0438-383-310 
ClarkeRR20hp@aol.com 


Tel: 02-4324-1952 


Tel: 08-9379-0801 
Fax: 08-9379-1261 
mjrust@1inet.net.au 


Tel/Fax: 02-9958-283 1 
lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 


Tel/Fax: 07-3892-5005 
redfords@bigpond.com 


Mobile: 0412-589-012 


Tel: 03-533 1-5025 


i 


possible, one is faced with an ammeter 
discharge of possibly 7 amps. The third 
brush reduces the voltage produced 
irrespective of the time of day or the 


needs of the driver, because it is intent 
on avoiding overcharging of the battery. 
Another shortcoming I have learned the 
hard way is adjusting the third brush to 
produce more voltage can easily result 
in burning out the generator. Despite 
their size, they are not very good at 
producing much more than 8 to 10 amps 
without trouble. 

There is a better way. Topping 
up the battery with a trickle charger is 
recommended to avoid anxiety over 
flat batteries. | know from experience 
that with a fully charged battery one 
can run all night with everything on 
without problems as the batteries our 
cars have are so large. Modern voltage 
regulation is wonderful and easy to 
install. Mine is located under the scuttle 
where the judges can’t see it and it 
protects the battery and generator from 
destroying themselves, which they have 
done on several occasions in the past. 
The regulator does not produce more 
current but I understand that LED bulbs 
which are much brighter, are on the way 
and will use a fraction of the current 
presently required. 

Best to leave starters til 
another time. 

David Davis 42G1 (NSW) 


Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk V1 
and R-type Register 


At the recent Register weekend at Eden, 
Registrar Lloyd Missen, pictured above, 
provided the photograph below, which 
Lex Lynch (VIC) used to discuss the 
components of drip plugs in the central 
lubrication systems of these cars. 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud, 
Phantom V and VI, 
Bentley S Series Register 


THREDBO WEEKEND 


10-12 February 2006 


This is the inaugural weekend gathering 
for the Cloud S-Series Register. 

Thredbo has been chosen as 
the venue for this weekend for several 
reasons. It is located centrally for NSW, 
VIC and ACT register members. Being 
situated in the Australian Alps, it offers 
a cooler break away from the summer 
weather and allows us to test our Alpine 
driving skills on the way. After all this 
is what our cars were built for. Although 
normally associated with the ski season, 
Thredbo is also a popular summer venue 
and offers a wide range of other activities, 
which are certain to interest members’ 
partners and guests. 

Our weekend will be a balance 
of social activities, with some technical 
sessions for those interested to find out 
what happens under the bonnet. Activities 
will give all members the opportunity to 
get to know one another and find out how 
we can assist in maintaining our vehicles. 
The timing of this weekend has been set 
a couple of months before the Federal 
Rally, to give your car a good work-out 
before the trip to Orange. 

All members and their guests 
are welcome to attend the THREDBO 
WEEKEND, so you may bring any 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley. 

Sessions at this weekend will 
be held at the Thredbo Alpine Hotel, 
which is centrally located in the village 
and offers a wide range of good facilities 
including secure parking which is a 
premium. It also provides chair-lift access 
to the Mount Kosciusko walking trails. 
The hotel has offered us a group rate 
of $77.50 pp per night double or twin 
share. This includes full buffet breakfast. 
Even though it is summer season, early 
booking is essential to ensure your 
accommodation. 

Our contact for reservations 
at Thredbo Alpine Hotel is Clay Stocks 
(Phone 02-64594285 Fax 02-64576470). 
Please confirm your booking deposit 
direct with him (all credit cards are 
accepted) preferably before 22 December. 
Then please advise me either by phone, 
fax or email of your participation at this 
event, so we can cater adequately for 
numbers attending and then provide you 
with more details of the weekend events. 

Since the initial note about 
this weekend, I am pleased that there 
has already been a positive response and 
look forward to meeting many Cloud and 
S-Bentley drivers at Thredbo in the New 
Year. 


Steve Redford 

Registrar 

Ph/Fax 07-38925005 

Mobile 0404-449616 

Email redfords@bigpond.com 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T Series and Derivates Register 


This is my first contribution to 
Praeclarum as the recently appointed 
Shadow Registrar (thanks to the relentless 
persuasion of our Federal President and 
past Registrar John Begg). Many members 
outside NSW will already know me from 
the 2002 and 2003 Federal Rallies and 
possibly from my role as Moderator on the 
Australian Rolls-Royce/Bentley Internet 
Forum. My role as Shadow Registrar is 

to foster interest in this model within the 
Club and to be the contact person who is 
willing to discuss common interests, and 
pass on experience gained or be able to 
advise a contact who can help or assist 
owners/potential purchasers. 

Iam unashamedly an absolutely 
dedicated and passionate admirer of the 
Silver Shadow and derivative models and 
steadfastly believe the Shadow deserves 
equal recognition with the iconic Silver 
Ghost as best representing the philosophy 
and achievements of Rolls-Royce. I 
further believe the fact that the Shadow 
engineering platform was able to be 
developed and enhanced for over 40 years 
after its release, right up to the separation 
of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques, 
is ample justification for this recognition. 

One lesson in life that I have 
experienced many times and passed on 
to those prepared to listen is that “people 
never remember they had a problem; they 
Just remember how well it was fixed”. We 
have a responsibility to ensure that owners 
who are having problems and seeking help 
receive that help regardless of whether 
they are Club members or not to protect 
the image and reputation of the brand 
and to ensure potential future owners 
only hear “good news” about owning 
a R-R/B vehicle regardless of model 
especially the fact that help and advice is 
readily available when needed. This helps 
maintain the desirability (and consequently 
resale value) of our vehicles as well as 
preserving the special “mystique” that our 
vehicles possess in the eyes of the general 


public. This ensures the owner remains 
confident about their purchase rather than 
becoming disillusioned, selling the car and 
then spending the rest of their life telling 
everyone about the “rotten R-R/Bentley” 
they once owned. 

I am not a trained mechanic but 
have self-taught repair and maintenance 
skills developed over time. It is surprising 
what you can do on Silver Shadow 
and derivative vehicles with a little 
commonsense, workshop manuals and 
help from other owners who work on 
their vehicles. I have no hesitation in 
doing work that I believe is within my 
capabilities however if I get in too deep, 

I will call on the professionals to assist 
and then resume when things are back to 
the point where I can complete the job 
with my equipment and ability. I am also 
very aware that many Shadow owners will 
never put a spanner on their vehicles but 
wish to learn more about them so they can 
better understand what their professional 
service contractor is telling them and 

also understand the costs involved. I 
passionately believe in restoring and 
maintaining motor vehicles for regular 

use on the road where they can be seen, 
admired and, most importantly, generate 
interest in potential future owners; I do not 
like the alternative static museum display 
option one little bit! 

I look forward to seeing a 
strong representation of Silver Shadows 
and derivatives at the 2006 Federal Rally 
in Orange and to organising interesting 
and helpful presentations as part of the 
information sessions during the Rally. I 
will advise more details in the next issue 
of Praeclarum. If you have any enquiries 
or need assistance, I can be contacted 
through the Australian Forum [http: 
//au.rrforums.net/cgi-bin/forum/discus.pl 
—use the “Contact” link on the LHS of 
the screen] or more conventionally at P.O. 
Box 293, Old Bar NSW 2430 or mobile 
phone 0412 589 012. 

David Gore 


[ Letters | 


Another great Praeclarum! Barrie 
and I particularly enjoyed reading the 
two stories about restoration: Eric 
Marshman’s saga on ‘Three New 
Phantoms” and Martin Bennett’s 
‘Rehabilitating Sir Ivan’. 

The latter reminded us 
that we photographed an interesting 
James Young bodied Phantom III at 
the R.R.O.C’s Annual Federal Meet 
in Montreal, way back in 1958. We 
thought it may be of interest to you, 
Martin and other members. 3DL86, a 
1938 Phantom III, was owned then by 
Norris Allen from Missouri. We suspect 
that that is Mrs Allen shown sitting in 
the car in the photo. A quick check of 


the 2004 R.R.O.C. Directory shows the 
car is still a member of that club but, 
alas, the Allens of Missouri are not. 
Cheers, 


Margaret and Barrie Gillings (NSW) 
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[ Letters 


In Praeclarum 5-05, Eric Marshman 
wrote an excellent account of the 
interwoven histories of New Phantoms, 
30LC, 111DC and 57LF. The story 
ended with Eric trading 30LC with 
George Sevenoaks on a Bentley Mk VI. 

Perhaps some Praeclarum 
readers may be interested to know 
the later history of 30LC. George 
Sevenoaks sold the car to Max Rankin 
of Tasmania in 1965 who kept it for 
several years before selling it back to 
George. The Sevenoaks retained 30LC 
until the late 1970s and it was said that 
this car was a favourite of George’s 
wife, Jean. 

When acquired by Craig 
Robson it was repainted Old English 
White and retrimmed with red hide 
and carpets. Craig had a collection 
of five New Phantoms, which were 
mostly garaged in a former Rolls- 
Royce service depot. Ron McCann 
purchased 30LC in 1988 and sold the 
car to Peter Limon in the early 1990s. 
During Peter’s ownership 30LC shared 
a garage with 57LF wearing its later 
Jackson, Jones & Collins saloon body 
(see pages 192 and 193 of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country). 
There was one further owner after Peter 
Limon before the car was acquired by 
Stephen Foley (NSW) and restored to 
its current award winning state. 

During Craig Robson’s 
ownership of 30LC, my father Eric 
Lang was the car’s custodian for 
several years and it was this car that 
started my interest in Rolls-Royce 
motor cars. Close inspection of the car 
and then comparison with other makes 
highlighted the precision and attention 
to detail that makes a vintage Rolls- 
Royce so special. 

I have since had the good 
fortune to drive several other New 
Phantoms and examples of nearly every 
other pre-war Rolls-Royce product. The 
New Phantom remains a firm favourite 
for me. Hope this is of interest. 

Nick Lang (VIC) 
SF 
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HURRICANE 
R4118 by 
Peter Vacher. 
Grubb Street 
Publishing, 

HURRICANE R4118 5505, 

itgel Secrticee, 160 p. with 

aa Peter Wechen photographs 

“ throughout. 

" Hardback. 
~ 

= : ISBN 1- 

904943-07-1 


One of Peter Vacher’s great passions 

in life is restoring Rolls-Royce motor 
cars. In March 1982 he was travelling 
in India on research when quite by 
chance in the grounds of a northern 
university he stumbled on the rusting 
remnants of an aircraft. It was a British 
plane, but unrecognisable. Peter was 
intrigued. 

Initially thinking it was a 
Spitfire, he managed to get the serial 
number from which he obtained 
confirmation that it was in fact a Mark 
I Hurricane, R4118, which had flown 
in the Battle of Britain! For years he 
did nothing but the fantastic idea of 
bringing it back to England and seeing 
it fly again stayed at the back of his 
mind. 

In 1996 he decided to act 
and made an offer to buy the remains. 
In 1997 the offer was accepted. There 
then followed six years of wrangling, 
committees, red tape, Indian Air 
Force involvement, and much patient 
lobbying before in 2002 Peter was 
given 24 hours to remove the plane. 
Then the truly difficult process began 
of restoration — a worldwide search 
for parts, careful reconstruction, flight 
testing, and finally, finally, airborne 
again. 

Along the way he re-united 
three auspicious veterans — Peter 
Thompson, Bunny Currant and Bob 
Foster — with R4118, men who had 
flown her during the war. This is truly 
an amazing story, a dream come true, 
documented in words and pictures as it 
happened. 

(Peter Vacher is a member 
of the ACT Branch. He and his 
wife, Polly have many friends in the 
Club in Australia, having lived for 
a year in Canberra in 1994. They 


Book and Website Reviews and News ] 


circumnavigated Australia in a single- 
engine light aircraft, piloted by Polly 
before returning to the UK. Polly 
Vacher has since achieved extraordinary 
records in solo flights and raised money 
for World Wings, which provides flight 
training to the disabled. The RREC 
reviewer concluded, “Best read in bed, 
non-stop cover to cover, with your 
flying helmet on.”! Editor) 


Spur, Bentley 
Mulsanne, Eight, 
Continental, 
Brookland & 
V4 Azure - updated 

and enlarged 
second edition, by Malcolm Bobbitt. 
Veloce Publishing Ltd, 2005. 208 p. 
Hardcover. ISBN 1-904788-75-0. 
(Pitstop Bookshop $95) 


LONDON 
& DERBY 


The newsletter of the NSW Branch is 
regularly posted on the RROC website 
in the Members’ Library by Editor, 
Margaret Gillings. So Club members 
from any Branch can access L&D. For 
NSW Branch members the bonus is that 
the web edition is in full colour. The 
November 2005 edition has news of a 
Silver Ghost, that was once called ‘The 
Munster” and technical articles, ‘Talking 
of Torque and Power’ by Brian Jenkins 
and some observations by Twenty 
authority, Bob Clarke, on the ongoing 
subject of split pins. 


= a 
TEE ONE TOPIBS 
Issue No. 47, October 2005, is now out 
and available on the RROC website. 

A mysterious noise is investigated in 
‘Castanets in a T2’. ‘Things that go 
Bump’ looks at the rebound buffer on 
Clouds. ‘Why do Fuses Fuse?” and 
‘Bleeding the Master Cylinder in an 
early Silver Shadow’ are among the 


instructive and informative offerings. 
Included is an item by Richard Treacy 
on hydraulics in his 1987 Bentley Turbo 
R. Accessible by simply going to the 
website, thanks to Bill Coburn and his 
contributors. 
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Market Place - Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Classified Advertising 


1912 Silver Ghost (1997) This car has won 
many awards in Australia and overseas including 
the 29th Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance 
where Rolls-Royce was the featured car, and in 
1979 in the USA was awarded the Rolls-Royce 
of England trophy for the best pre-war car and 
the Jack Frost trophy as the Ladies’ Choice. 
$800,000 David Jones david.iones@tattersalls. 
com.au 


Le ae er : 

1924 Silver Ghost (113AU) Fully restored 
Maythorn limousine, illustrated in Lawrence 
Dalton’s ‘Coachwork on Rolls-Royce’, p. 399. 
Very low mileage and original, including tool kit. 
Rear leather upholstery original. Was returned to 
factory after delivery to have four wheel brakes 
fitted. $225,000 Ray Pank 08-8379-7545 


1925 Silver Ghost (125AU) Original Hooper 
Landaulette, Blue over Black. Splendid 
condition — the ideal carriage to take to the 
Western Gold Rally. $205,000 Doug Bristow 
(Victoria) 0432-224-246 


1938 Phantom III (3DL14) Rippon Bros seven 
seater limousine. Extensively restored by R Fry 
some years ago. Rebuilt engine. An awesome 
bit of Royce engineering with a powerful V12 
engine designed around the same time as the 
mighty Merlin aero engine. Brilliant rally car 
with boot luggage set. $90,000 0418-913-914 or 
julian.walter@iwh.com.au 
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1960 Bentley S2 (B43CT) Yorks delivery December 1960. 


Total ground-up restoration. Probably the best in Australia. 
Air-conditioned. Finished in its original colours of Pacific 
Green over Sand with Beige hide. Complete with handbook, 


tools and build record. $95,000 


David Ekberg Pty Ltd 


56 Porter Street, Prahran, VIC, 3181 


03 9533 8883 
LMCT 10169 


David Ekberg 0404 888 302 


1950 Bentley MkVI (B105FU) Delivered new 
in Melbourne by Kellow Falkiner, original 
Victorian registration, PO 777, 26,700 genuine 
miles. Records of extensive body off restoration, 
new paintwork in charcoal grey, new leather, 
carpets and headling. Has all tools, original 
radio and operating instructions, handbook and 
sales brochure, some spares including a replica 
touring kit, factory build records, Kellows 
delivery paperwork and extensive maintenance 
history including early Kellows service history, 
plus a workshop manual. A very unique car. 
$50,000 John Edgar 03-9787-8005 


cae Be suite 
1951 Bentley Mk VI (B25KL) Van Den Plas 
style roadster. Photo folio available on line. 
$100,000 or offer David Alsop 03-9822-7299 or 
0419-435-026 


Nicholas Lang 0408 316 172 


1951 Silver Dawn (SDB90) Body, mechanicals, 
and interior in very good condition. Regular 
attendance at Qld and ACT events, includes 
handbooks, and full parts manuals etc, 142,000 
miles. Price $45,000 A portfolio of 26 photos is 
available by email - Please send your details to 
bratdino@bigpond.com or phone Wayne Hart 
02-6926-4110 or 0418-815-136. 


1953 Bentley R-type (B23UL) Standard Steel 
Saloon, very good condition, current owner for 
the last 33 years. Has all the tools and original 
equipment (exc radio), original handbook, key 
and delivered key fob. $38,500 Barry Sparks 
07-3289-3081 or 0432-723-610 
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Pascoe , 
1974 Corniche Convertible (DRH17099) 

Gold with magnolia upholstery and black 

hood. Bodywork, hood and interior excellent. 
Meticulously maintained in superb mechanical 
condition for the past 17 years by Bob Chapman. 
$69,000. John Baldwin 03-9735-1946 or 
0412-099-644. 


For Sale 

Phantom II 1/12" scale model. Chassis 
complete with motor and running gear and 
separate body. Very detailed with moving 
parts, extremely rare. George Williams had 
it in his office. Sold to me at auction in the 
early 1980s, paid about $400. Best offer. 
Keith Ives 0412-220-818 or 02-9909-1123 


For the enthusiast who has “almost” 
everything! 1976 Vintage Port Collection 
by Thomas Hardy. Each of the 6 bottles 
has labels of the following cars; 1905 20hp 
TT Phaeton, 1905 V8 Legalimit, 1907 

SG “AX 201”, 1910 SG Barker Torpedo, 
1911 SG ‘D’ Front Limousine & 1911 SG 
L to E. Included is a wooden display box 
and matching prints in original envelope. 
Pictures of the collection can be emailed 
upon request. $500 ono. Additional freight 


Rr a pean 
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1997 Bentley Turbo RL (BPV59094) Midnight 
Blue, Magnolia leather, piped blue. 51,000 kms, 
picnic tables and crystal cocktail sets. This is the 
finest Turbo R in Australia. Indistinguishable 
from new. $150,000 Richard Erskine 08-9336- 
2819, or richarde@lionelsamson.com.au 


costs will apply or you are more than 
welcome to pick it up personally. Any 
questions, please give me a call or send 
an email. Mark Roberts. (08) 83912224 or 
allbiz(@dodo.com.au 


Queensland rego RROO1 for sale. $3,250 
enquiries to Derek Davis 07-3839-6116 or 
0417-649-177 


20hp Parts for sale. Oil filter E52751 $50 
ono; oil pump fair condition $180 ono; 
distributor with cap fair condition $150 
ono; starter motor 136B Padside $100 ono; 
water pump fair condition $150 ono. 

Peter Roberts Tel/Fax 08-8768-2603 


Literature For Sale 
PRAZCLARVM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 


Australia. If you require a particular issue 
to complete your collection please let us 
know and we will see if it is available. 
$5.00 per copy. Please contact David Vann 
07-3865-3287 or fax 07-3865-4822 


Rolls-Royce Owners’ Handbooks: 
Silver Shadow (and Bentley T) from 
22118 onwards - $150; Silver Shadow 
II (and Bentley T2) - $125; Silver Spur 
(early) - $125; Silver Seraph - $175. 
All original and in excellent condition. 
Martin Bennett Tel/Fax 02-4829-7140 
jamesyoungs|@bigpond.com 


Rolls-Royce wallet for handbook and 
other car documents. Leather with pewter 
R-R logo on the band and silk lining with 
R-R logos. Fits all Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Handbooks. $275 inc. post & packing. 
Martin Bennett Tel/Fax 02-4829-7140 
jamesyoungs| @ bigpond.com 


NEW CONTINENTAL FLYING SPUR 


AVAILABLE TO TEST DRIVE 
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Regular Maintenance is the key to continued safety, Reliability and Economy in any vehicle, but when that vehicle is a Bentley or Rolls-Royce 
the stakes are higher. A full service history, documented by your Authorised Bentley / Rolls-Royce dealer helps to enhance the value of your 


vehicle and protect the integrity of your investment. Our advanced technical training, specialist tools and customised diagnostic systems cou- 
pled with years of knowledge and experience make a world of difference when it comes to the maintenance and repair of your vehicle. 


Authorised coachworks - no 
job is too big or too small for 
our trained specialists 
Obligation Free Quotes 


CALL IAIN: 
03) 9848 9000 


Quality pre-owned Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley's Motor Cars, 
visit our showroom or view 
online: lancedixon.com.au 


CALL BILL: 
(03) 9848 9000 


Rolls-Royce club members 
receive 20% off regular 
retail labour rate 


= CREWE 


Victorian Avon Tyres 
Distributor - Trade price on all 
tyres for club members! 


———— AVON 


TYRES GENUINE PARTS 


PLEASE CALL TONY: (03)9848 9000 


LANCE DIXON BENTLEY 
AUTHORISED SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS & AUTOBODY 
565 Doncaster Road, Doncaster, 3108. P: (03) 9848 9000 
www.lancedixonbentley.com.au 


BENTLEY 
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SPECIAL =~ 
INSURANDE = 
FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran. vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and 


has developed a great insurance package at a very competitive price. 


Mi Agreed value. if the car is a total loss you will ME No blame = No excess 


receive the full sum it is insured for. 
Wi You have the option to choose your own repairer repaired 


M@ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or 


Min the event of total loss you will have automatic Ml Free windscreen - one per year without excess 


retention of the wreck, depending on the policy 


WM Personal belongings and tools up to the value of 


$400 — subject to excess 


FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 


PRECLARVM 
Display Advertising 


Size Cost per Issue 
Full Page $451 
Half Page $253 
Quarter Page $143 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons 
misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be denied further use of this space. Ads 
for cars for sale must include chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited 
to optimise use of available space and to conform to a standard format, and may 
be rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. 
PHOTOGRAPHS: Colour prints showing the lines of the car are suitable, ‘Front- 
on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please include stamped addressed 
envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing tn motor cars must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer’s licence number and comply with all other statutory requirements relating 
to their advertising, 
COST: Ads with photograph are free to non-trade members and are placed in 
up to two consecutive issues. Non-members are charged $35 (inc. GST) for ad 
and photograph. Trade ads at commercial rates, Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RROC of Australia must accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the 
Editor at:40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W, 2132. 

Tel: 2-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 

Email: dneelv@comcen.com.au 

Next deadlines: 15 January, 15 March 2006. 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 


... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 
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ACHIEVE PERFECTION! ) Ea 


Lmarr custom wheel discs & spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” enaeye 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car with Lmarr precision ° gna Rolls 
reproduction wheel discs, and side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. sd 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process » helps protect the chassis and brake 


mechanism »* comes with everything needed for installation LMAR R DISK LTD. 


Lmarr has the worlds largest selection of wheel discs. Stock discs are available for over PO. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
seventy-five makes and models, and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls E-Mail: imarr@attglobal.net; 
Royce - 18” & 19”. Website: www.imarr.com 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
PG025 Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au 


DL: 13746 
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= The performance, handling, braking ability. 
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g ad safety of your Crewe-built Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
ultimately depends on the quality of the 

aS a es Se a components fitted to it. 
apes _ _AtBentley Sydney we guarantee to supply and fit 
ir -* : Crewe Genuine Parts backed by a 3 year warranty 
one Contact Bentley Sydney, your authorised 


Crewe Genuine Dealership for further details. 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 


19 - 27 Regatta Road, Canada Bay, 2046 CREWE =z 


TEL: 02 9744 5111 GENUINE PARTS 
www.bentleysydney.com 
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“Strive for perfection in everything you do. Take the best that exists and make 


it better. When it does not exist, design it.” 


